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Citizens Association for Responsible Gun Ownership = CARGO

www.cargogunclub.org

Hello Fellow CARGO Members,
The next meeting will be held at Napoli’s on Thursday, July 19t

We will meet at Napoli's in Wylie.
Napoli's

701 N Highway 78 # A

Wylie, TX 75098

For the dinner portion of the meeting, we will be in the meeting room between 5:45 and 7:00 for food and
fellowship. The meeting will begin at 7:00 PM and run until about 9:00.

Under the new Texas Open Carry Law, you could be committing an offense if you remove your pistol from its
holster while open carrying. While at Napoli’s DO NOT remove your pistol from its holster unless it is an
emergency.

Member Don Bridges has volunteered his shop for the meeting. There are a very limited number of chairs at
the shop, so please bring a camp chair for the meeting. We will meet there from 7:00 (ish) until 9:00 (ish)

The address is:
2274 EAST Brown Street in Wylie

While heading east on Brown Street, it is 1/2 mile past stop sign that's at the intersection of Brown Street and
Kreymer Lane on the right hand side.

The shop is behind a small white house with a picket fence around the front yard.

a3

\ Ac E Callie C: Reata Dr
Wyndham D Callie Ct ata Dy 3l
0 P

I @ Deerborn St -EE
Sheppard Ln = I :
Wit Old Knall br E Donna Or $ S
5 .
o £ Kernville Dr Glendale Dr
£Hi J
E Brown 5t : -EEWYHE L
Tl : E Brown St
i g 3= 2
: 154 comtlot o 2274 E Brown St

E Qak 5t

(N
x
Wylie Cemetery o2° e Majestic Way


http://www.cargogunclub.org/

Meeting gun topics:

e For show and tell, we will be going down the S 2095 and HR 5410 (please see the end of the newsletter
for the full text of S 2095) list of banned firearms for a while so if you have any firearms:

(L) Any combination of parts from which a firearm described in subparagraphs (A) through (K) can be
assembled.
(M)The frame or receiver of a rifle or shotgun described in subparagraph (A), (B), (C), (F), (G), (H), (), or (K).

Also for this month:

Have anything non-firearms related to share? Got a great knife that you just
picked up, an air-rifle or Pistol, a new tactical flash light or red-dot scope? The
club always enjoys seeing this as well.

If you have any suggestions for future speakers or topics please send your feedback to CARGO@att.net.
When was the last time you visited our web site? Please take some time to go to the CARGO website at
www.cargogunclub.org
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https://www.nationalreview.com/2018/06/mass-public-shooters-shouldnt-be-named-media/

Media Should Refrain from

Naming Any Mass Public Shooter

June 1, 2018 2:54 PM
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A makeshift memorial left in memory of the victims killed in a shooting at Santa Fe High School in Santa Fe,
Texas, May 23, 2018. (Loren Elliott/ Reuters)

Their First Amendment right to do otherwise should be respected, however.
Let them likewise respect the Second Amendment.

ver wonder why mass public shooters commit their horrible crimes? Prosecutors in

Broward County, Fla., released on Wednesday the Parkland high-school shooter’s cell-

phone videos, in which he bragged, “It will be a big event, and when you see me on the

news, you will all know who I am.”
What makes these mass public shooters different from most criminals is that they want
glory and fame, and we need to stop giving it to them. The media coverage of these videos

also fails to draw any lessons about how we can stop these attacks in the future.
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If anyone missed the Parkland killer’s motivation, he repeated it three more times in his
video rants, which totaled two minutes and 26 seconds. He tells viewers: “From the wrath
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of my power they will know who I am,” “with the power of my AR you will all know who I
am,” and “you will all know what my name is.” To get this attention, the killer understood

that he had to kill a lot of people: “My goal is [to kill] at least 20 people.”

The Parkland Kkiller feels that he benefits from coverage of the attack even if it doesn’t
mention his name. The more well-known the attack, the more people will ultimately learn

who he is.

Sadly, the Parkland Kkiller is all too typical. Killers like him want to commit suicide and
want to do it in a way that will bring them notoriety. This isn’t a motivation just for lone-

wolf shootings; we also see it in coordinated terrorist attacks.

The Sandy Hook killer spent two and a half years putting together a report on mass public

shootings. Law enforcement described “a sickeningly thorough 7-foot-long, 4-foot-wide

spreadsheet with names, body counts, and weapons from previous mass murders and even
attempted killings.” One anonymous law-enforcement veteran remarked, “It sounded like
a doctoral thesis, that was the quality of the research.” The Kkiller also collected information
on media coverage for each killing. He observed that attacks with more deaths received
greater media coverage.

The Sandy Hook killer may have been mentally ill, but he clearly knew what he wanted to
accomplish and how he was going to do it. CBS Evening News reported that he wanted to
kill more people than did Anders Breivik, a Norwegian man who killed 77 people in July
2011. The Connecticut shooter targeted the “nearby Sandy Hook Elementary School

29

because it was the ‘easiest target’ with the ‘largest cluster of people.

The Batman movie-theater shooter in Aurora, Colo., was also mentally ill. But William
Reid, a state-appointed psychiatrist who performed Holmes’s sanity evaluation, testified
that the subject carefully planned every detail to maximize the number of possible victims

and get more attention.
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Over and over again, these killers are highly driven to realize their goal of more publicity.
They invest a lot of time and energy into planning their attacks, often starting a year or two

in advance. Mass public shootings have rarely involved less than six months of planning.

It is clear: If you want to stop these attacks, stop giving news coverage to the killers

and their crimes.

Unfortunately, you can’t stop this coverage without trampling on First Amendment rights.
From time to time, various media outlets will briefly refrain from mentioning a killer’s
name. But this is never done on a consistent, systematic basis. The killers know that their
names will be in the history books, giving them a sort of immortality that they couldn’t

achieve in any other way.

The Second Amendment allows us to protect ourselves against
these attacks and other crimes, whereas abuse of the First
causes them.

The media aren’t very open to discussions about their own responsibility for these attacks.
If outlets were to talk about killers’ hunger for fame as breathlessly as they cover the guns
used and how they were obtained, people would probably be calling as much for
“reasonable” media restrictions as for “reasonable” gun control.

Some would argue that media restrictions should be imposed if they can prevent a single
mass public shooting from occurring. But defenders of the First Amendment rightly argue
that limits on freedom of the press can be abused by the government to suppress other
freedoms, a slippery-slope argument. Similarly, infringing on the Second Amendment

opens the floodgates to violations of other freedoms.

The Second Amendment allows us to protect ourselves against these attacks and other
crimes, whereas abuse of the First causes them. I am against rewriting either amendment,
and neither is treated with the respect that it deserves. But the same media that don’t
examine their own unfortunate use of the First Amendment are so quick to push for

“reasonable” gun-control measures that violate the Second. Some talk openly of abolishing



the Second Amendment, in a way that they would never talk about the First. But really, it’s

time to start treating the two amendments with equal respect.

JOHN R. LOTT JR. — John R. Lott Jr. is the president of the CRIME PREVENTION RESEARCH CENTER and
the author most recently of THE WAR ON GUNS.
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https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/us/‘in-all-reality-there-were-three-shooters’-oklahomans-kill-an-active-
shooter-and-it’s-not-as-simple-as-it-sounds/ar-AAA1hQP?ocid=spartanntp

‘In all reality, there were three shooters.” Oklahomans kill an active shooter, and it’s not as simple as it sounds.
Frances Sellers, Mark Berman, Lauren Tierney, Thomas Simonetti, Kazi Awal

Juan Carlos Nazario was sitting on a lakeside bench waiting to play soccer when he heard the staccato popping
of gunshots outside Louie’s On the Lake, a popular waterfront grill and pub. He ran to his car to get his gun and
moved toward the sounds.

Bryan Whittle was driving with his wife, heading off for a Memorial Day weekend getaway, when he saw a
commotion outside Louie’s. He thought someone might be drowning, so instead of turning his truck onto the
highway, he barreled into the parking lot to offer help. As he jumped out, what he learned stunned him: There
was an active shooter just yards away, and wounded victims were holed up in the restaurant’s bathroom.
Whittle, too, grabbed his gun.

In a matter of seconds, the two armed citizens became self-appointed protectors, moving to take up positions
around the shooter, drawing their weapons and shouting for him to drop his. Time stretched and warped. There
was an exchange of gunfire. The gunman was hit several times and fell. As Nazario and Whittle converged over
the man to restrain him, police arrived. Unsure who was who, officers handcuffed all of the men and put them
on the ground as the shooter bled out into the grass and died.

“I was just doing what I was supposed to do,” recalled Nazario, a former police officer who said he now works
as a security guard, always has his gun in the car and usually carries it with him.

“I just reacted,” said Whittle, who has served for nearly 20 years in the Oklahoma Air National Guard and
works for the Federal Aviation Administration. “There’s a guy with a gun. I’ve got a gun. Stop the threat.”
Though they were loaded into police cars and taken downtown for questioning, they were soon hailed as heroes.
They were also called champions of Second Amendment rights, gun-carrying examples of why Oklahoma’s
Republican governor should not have vetoed a bill two weeks earlier that would have eliminated the need for a
permit and training to carry a gun in public.

In a nation grappling with frequent mass shootings, Second Amendment activists have urged that more people
carry guns so that they are prepared, like Nazario and Whittle, to respond to an armed threat. The morning after
the May 24 Oklahoma City shooting, the National Rifle Association tweeted that it was “just another example
of how the best way to stop a bad guy with a gun is a good guy with a gun.”

Local police also praised Nazario and Whittle, saying their swift response ended what a police spokesman
called “a very dangerous situation.”

But police also noted that armed citizens can complicate volatile situations. The first of 57 uniformed police
officers arrived just a minute after the initial 911 calls and found a complex scene with multiple armed people
and no clear sense of what had happened or who was responsible.

“We don’t want people to be vigilantes,” Bo Mathews, a spokesman for the Oklahoma City Police Department,
said in a recent interview. “That’s why we have police officers.”
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Both men did what they believed was right, but that meant they had killed a man they did not know. Whittle
wondered whether he was going to jail. Nazario went over ways that the confrontation could have ended
differently — perhaps with his own death. They both marveled that amid the chaos, the result was as intended:
The attacker was stopped before he could hurt anyone else.

Louie’s sits on Lake Hefner, a northwest Oklahoma City reservoir dotted with sailboats and surrounded by
parks. The restaurant is next to a jetty and a lighthouse, its large parking lot a jumping-off point for runners and
cyclists who use a 10-mile path that rings the water.

It was about 6:30 p.m. when the shooting began. A man stood outside the main entrance of the restaurant and
fired bullets at the facade, hitting a woman and two adolescent girls as they walked toward the glass doors.
People inside panicked, rushing two of the wounded to a bathroom.

Nazario, 35, said he heard five or six shots before he retrieved his .40-caliber Glock handgun from his car and
headed for the restaurant.

The First Shots
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He entered on the building’s lakeside corner, diagonally opposite the shattered main entrance, assuming the
tactical stance he learned in firearms training. He crossed the room, assuring customers who had taken cover
that he was there to help and asking where the gunman was.

Whittle, 39, learned about the shooting from Ron Benton, a Louie’s patron who had slipped out to the parking
lot after the shooting began. Benton pointed out the gunman, who was standing on a grassy slope, still holding a
Ruger pistol.

A Change of Direction



Whittle grabbed his .40-caliber Smith & Wesson handgun from his truck, ran toward the gunman, and took
cover among parked vehicles to the west.

Nazario, emerging from the restaurant’s shattered entrance, also spotted the 6-foot-5 Benton pointing out the
gunman and approached from the south.

Unaware of Each Other
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Both men shouted at the gunman, with Whittle yelling: “Drop your weapon! I will shoot. Just drop it!”



When the man did not respond, Whittle noticed he was wearing protective earmuffs. Whittle took his left hand

off his gun and began signaling his command. The man tilted his head, looked sideways and raised his weapon.
Whittle was staring directly down the barrel.

“It looked like a cannon,” Whittle said.

He dove behind an SUV as the man fired.

Nazario then fired, and he believes he hit the gunman in the thigh. He saw the man stumble forward, then right
himself and raise his gun again. Whittle, now crouched beside the SUV, took aim and fired. Nazario fired four

rounds and Whittle seven. The gunman collapsed.

As Whittle lurched forward to kick away the shooter’s gun and check for other weapons, he heard a shout: “I
got you covered. Clear him!”

It was the first Whittle and Nazario knew of each other, and both made the snap decision that they were friends,
not foes.

Working Together

Nazario
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Whittle dropped his gun. Nazario holstered his. Nazario grabbed the dying man’s right arm while Whittle took
his left, just as the first police officer arrived, yelling at them both to get down.

“He doesn’t know how many active shooters there were,” Nazario said. “He could have gotten out of his car
and shot me.”

As police gained control of the scene, Jabari Giles, father of one of the wounded girls, rushed to the scene.
Seeing Whittle and Nazario handcuffed on the ground and a bloodied body that he took to be a victim next to
them, he exploded.

“Which one of you did it?”” Giles shouted. “You f—ing shot my kid, didn’t you!”



Giles did not have a gun, but police turned theirs on him and briefly handcuffed him before helping him locate
his child.

One officer broke the news of the gunman’s death to Nazario.
“I was kind of shaken up,” Nazario recalled. “I thought he had made it.”

Confusion was still rampant inside the restaurant. A waitress didn’t know which way to run amid the shattering
glass, upturned tables, volleys of gunfire. “We were told there were three shooters,” she said.

“In all reality, there were three shooters,” Benton said.
From the parking lot, he and others tried to help police tell the three apart.

“Those are good guys,” they called, pointing to Whittle and Nazario, who were now officially suspects in a
homicide investigation.

The NRA has brandished the “good guy with a gun” argument after several recent mass shootings. Wayne
LaPierre, the group’s chief executive, invoked the phrase after the 2012 massacre of 20 children and six adults
at a Connecticut elementary school. He repeated it after the rampage in which 17 people were killed at a high
school in Parkland, Fla., in February, even though an armed school resource officer was present and did not
enter the school or engage the gunman during that attack.

The FBI examined 160 shootings between 2000 and 2013 and found that most of the violence ended when the
assailant stopped shooting, committed suicide or fled. Unarmed citizens successfully restrained shooters in 21
of those incidents, according to the FBI. Two attacks stopped when off-duty officers shot and killed the
attackers. Five ended in much the way the attack at Louie’s did — when armed civilians, mostly security
guards, exchanged fire with the shooters.

In two prominent recent examples, civilians have, as in Oklahoma City, successfully intervened in mass
shootings. In November, Stephen Willeford, a former NRA instructor, shot a gunman who killed more than two
dozen people inside a Sutherland Springs, Tex., church, hitting the attacker twice. The shooter fled and later
shot himself in the head while under chase. And in June, a pastor and volunteer firefighter who had been
through active-shooter training killed a carjacker who opened fire inside a Walmart store in Tumwater, Wash.
But interventions by “Good Samaritans” also have ended in tragedy.

In 2014, husband-and-wife attackers killed two Las Vegas police officers before going into a nearby Walmart
and firing a shot in the air. Joseph Wilcox, 31, a civilian with a handgun and a concealed-carry permit, pulled
his weapon to confront the male shooter, but the man’s wife shot Wilcox in the chest, killing him.

When Prince George’s County police detective Jacai Colson responded to a 2016 attack on a police station in
his street clothes, another officer mistook him for a threat and shot him.

“The shot that struck and killed Detective Colson was deliberately aimed at him by another police officer,” the
police chief said.

Ronal Serpas, former police chief in New Orleans and Nashville who lived near Tumwater when he was chief
of the Washington State Patrol, said such situations raise life-or-death concerns for police officers.

“How is the officer going to discern who is the Good Samaritan and who is not?”” Serpas said. “They don’t have
placards on the front of their shirts that say ‘I’'m the good guy’ or ‘I’'m the bad guy.” ”



Oklahoma City Police Chief Bill Citty expressed relief at the quick resolution at Louie’s. “I admire an
individual willing to defend other people,” he said.

But he also has seen how quickly things can go wrong. In August 2013, Oklahoma City police officers
responding to the sound of gunshots opened fire on a man shooting at a car before realizing he was the owner of
a liquor store who had been robbed.

At Louie’s in May, the situation could have been far worse, police say. It is unclear why the shooter targeted the
restaurant or what he wanted to accomplish, but he was out in the open in a busy area with a loaded gun — and
was firing at Whittle when Whittle and Nazario shot him.

Three patched bullet holes on an outside wall at Louie’s show where the gunman — later identified as
Alexander Tilghman, 28 — had fired on customers. The restaurant’s glass entryway has been repaired. The
three people who were shot as they walked in are expected to make full recoveries, though the two girls have
undergone several surgeries.

Customers, employees and community members have thanked Nazario and Whittle, who met at the scene on a
recent afternoon for the first time since the shooting. They had kept largely to themselves — discussing the case
only in broad terms — because there was a possibility they could be charged.

Nazario and Whittle had no idea who Tilghman was when they killed him. Tilghman did not kill anyone, and
any sentence he might have faced had he been apprehended certainly would have been less than death.

Though Tilghman did not have extensive interactions with police, his behavior had been raising concerns in
Oklahoma City. Local news reports before the shooting indicated that Tilghman had posted fliers around the
city alluding to “demons in cloned transsexual bodies,” and a local FOX television investigative reporter alerted
authorities to Tilghman’s “bizarre” online postings.

In videos, Tilghman complained that he was “under hardcore demonic attack,” noting in one recording: “I’'m
not doing well . . . doing really, really bad right now.”

Gerald Konkler, general counsel of the Oklahoma Council on Law Enforcement Education and Training,
confirmed that Tilghman was licensed to carry a weapon and had been through training that would have
included a psychological evaluation. Tilghman’s relatives could not be reached for comment.
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Police do not know what would have happened had they arrived before Tilghman was shot. Would he have
fired on officers? Was he attempting “suicide by cop”? Would he have given up and been taken into custody?
Could there have been far worse carnage?

“We don’t know what he was going to do,” said Mathews, the police spokesman.

Prosecutors took three weeks to conclude that Whittle and Nazario would not face charges; authorities
determined that the men had been protecting themselves or others when they opened fire on Tilghman.

“The two civilians who engaged, and ultimately neutralized the threat . . . were justified and compliant with the
law when they employed deadly force,” Oklahoma County District Attorney David Prater wrote in a press
release on June 18. He did not respond to requests for further comment.

Neither Nazario nor Whittle knows who fired the fatal round or rounds. The medical examiner listed the manner
of the gunman’s death as “homicide” as the result of “multiple gunshot wounds.”

“It is what it is,” Whittle said. “You’d better be damn sure that what you are doing is right, because you’ll pay
the consequences if you are wrong.”

An Oklahoman who grew up among family members who taught him how to handle guns, Whittle vigorously
defends the right to bear arms. He notes that not everyone takes action in perilous moments, even in a place
where many people carry weapons.



“Think about all the people that probably had a gun and didn’t go to the situation,” Whittle said, looking out
over a full parking lot at Louie’s. “I was comfortable enough to just react.”

Nazario, who also grew up with guns, emphasizes the importance of the numerous firearms training courses he
has taken. “Not everybody knows what they are doing,” he said.

In the weeks since the shooting, he has replayed in his headdifferent endings to the incident. What if instead of
retreating to the grassy bank, the gunman had followed his initial shots through the broken glass door into the
restaurant? And what if Whittle had followed the gunman inside?

“Bryan would have entered the front,” Nazario said. “I would have entered the back.”

There they would have been, two good guys with guns, face to face.

“He could have thought I was the shooter,” Nazario said. Or vice versa. And if Nazario had asked — and
Whittle refused — to drop his weapon, Nazario said, “I would have had to take action.”

Berman reported from Washington.
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Glock 42 and 43: Single Stack Superlatives

by ADMINISTRATOR onJUNE 8, 2018

By Mark Miller

Even big hands can adapt to the Glock 43
The G-42 and G-43 are Glock’s concealed carry optimized single stack pistols in .380 and 9mm. Both models
have been highly successful, Glock recently produced the one-millionth Glock 43. That is a lot of happy
Americans and bears closer examination.

Glock claims that the G-43 was the most highly desired and anticipated release in GLOCK’s history. Is it worth
the hype? I wasn’t so sure. Never a fan of pocket pistols. I found them too small of grip and their minor calibers
did not inspire confidence. The Glock 43 changed my mind. | like the grip better than the Glock 26 and | shoot
it well with 9mm JHPs.
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Glock’s previous double stack designs like the Glock 26 and Glock 19 were very well received, but for years,
American shooters have asked for a single stack for better grip and easier carry. Glock has come through with a
well thought out and highly functional pair of pistols.

In the 1970s, Gaston Glock made curtain rods. | am sure they were kick ass curtain rods, but he probably felt
unfulfilled as a designer. He got a contract to make field knives for the Austrian military and in 1980 he bought
an injection molding machine to make handles and sheaths in his garage. Little did he know that he was about
to change everything.

In 1980, while Jimmy Carter was boycotting the Moscow Olympics and waiting on Iran to release American
hostages, Gaston was busy changing the gun world. The Austrian Army, logically thinking that they shouldn’t
be fighting the Russians (again) with Nazi-made Walther P-38s, laid out the criteria for the new service pistol.
The design parameters were well thought out and produced a revolution in material science and design.

The two most import criteria were a limit of 58 parts (because that was the number the P-38 had) and a 1911-
esque requirement to disassemble and maintain it with no tools. Gaston felt inspired.

In a modern world where 85% of U.S. law enforcement carries polymer frame pistols, it is hard to imagine that
in the mid-20th century all handguns guns were made of steel and wood. Plastic was synonymous with cheap
and fake. The major gun companies were all in the running for this contract. They didn’t even see Glock
coming.

Glock had never designed a firearm, but he knew some things the gun guys didn’t, like how to make polymer
components (polymer is another name for plastic, which sounds stronger and better). He talked to gun people
and looked at other successful designs. In April of 1981 Gaston applied for an Austrian patent in April 1981 for
the Glock 17, so named as his 17th patent.

The Glock 17 was a double stack 9mm with a 17-round magazine. It had internal safeties and, because of some
clever use of plastic, it was inexpensive, light and reliable.

When Bill Clinton signed the Violent Crime Control and Law Enforcement Act of 1994, United States federal
law prohibited the manufacture of magazines for civilian use which held more than ten rounds. During this dark
period, Glock built a compact double stack 9mm, the Glock 26, which made a virtue of necessity, using a 10-
round magazine, the new maximum. The G-26 was genius because the internals and magazine profiles for all
9mm Glocks were the same. The differences were the lengths of the barrels and magazine wells.



Glock 26 on the left, Glock 43 on the right.
The assault weapons ban was so successful in eliminating violent crime that it was allowed to expire in 2004
(we’re being sarcastic). Even though America was practically crime free, concealed carry became more
accepted and demand grew for a smaller is better single stack design.
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Glock 26 on the left, Glock 43 on the right2
I went to the Glock Store in San Diego and gave both the Glock 42 and 43 guns a good look, then shot them on
the store range. | will talk primarily about the 9mm G-43 and summarize my experiences. Spoiler alert: |
couldn’t see any significant differences between the two, except the rounds in the magazine.

I am an early adopter of the Glock and a graduate of Glock Instructor and armorers courses. When | saw the
Glock go down to the frame using only a punch, | was hooked. All the non-1911 guns were filled with tiny
springs and screws. The Glock was simple and modular. Magazines of the same caliber would go into any
Glock of smaller capacity and stick out the bottom.

The double stack mag is a little thin for some hands and thinner is easier to hide. The G-43 single stack lacks
full compatibility with its 9mm cousins, but under the hood, it is pure Glock.
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Glock 43 Frame internals
Some of the parts are a little different, but if you know how to disassemble any Glock, you can sort out the G-
42 and G-43 very easily. It disassembles just like all the others, but the parts are slimmer and the magazine is a
6 round single stack. It has all the virtues of a Glock in a neat little package.
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Glock 43 Slide and internals
I have always said that you should pick a handgun like you pick a pair of shoes. You have to find something
that fits before you worry about fashion. The G-43 grip has a built-in beavertail design which places the hand
high on the back strap.

I didn’t expect to like it. My hands are pretty big and most small guns feel strange. The G-43 has a 1911-like
feel and supports a thumbs-high grip, even with man hands. The grip is textured and provides nice tactile
feedback.

On double stack guns, | always needed an extended mag release. The G-43 has a big catch like the gen 4 guns.
It is easy to find and use.
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Glock 43 perfectly sized magazine release and slide stop.

The six-round polymer magazines are well designed, and they fit in a pocket with more comfort and conceal-
ability. The laws of physics being what they are, the six-round mags are small and light, but they only hold six
rounds.

Firing the Glock 42 and 43 is like shooting the G-26 and other subcompacts. The gun’s weight and grip design
change the way energy is transmitted to the hand. It makes recoil easy to manage. Using self-defense JHP
ammo, the difference between the recoil of the .380 and 9mm was barely noticeable.

The standard sights are regular polymer Glock sights. This is the only part of the gun I changed for carry. My
favorite sights are the F8 night sights from XS Sights. The orange circle grabs your eye in daylight for a fast
high contrast sight picture. At night, the comforting nuclear glow of tritium front and back.
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DIMENSIONS

Overall length:  159mm [ 6261 Width: Z6émm [ 1.02in
Slide tength: *54mm [ £.06in slide width: 22mm / &7ir
Length between sights:  132mm / 5200 Height: 108mm | 42501

Weight (inc. empty magk 5098 | 179507

F8 night sights from XS are the perfect accessory
The trigger feels like a standard Glock 5.51b trigger. Light enough to shoot, heavy enough to be safe. With other
Glocks, you can change the connector to lighten the trigger. The 42 and 43 have a different connector so you get
what you get. Polishing parts would help clean things up.

Glock 43 Trigger
Glocks have three safeties. The Glock “Safe Action” is comprised of an external integrated trigger safety and
two automatic internal safeties: a firing pin safety and a drop safety. The shooter does nothing to manipulate the
safety except pull the trigger.
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The traditional way to make a barrel is to cut lands and groves into a tube with a broaching machine. With all
the machine guns headed for the front in WW2, the Nazis didn’t have time for that, so in 1939, they invented
the hammer-forged barrel. A hole is drilled in a steel tube and it is placed on a tungsten carbide mandrel with
the rifling pattern ground into its surface. The barrel/mandrel combo is then placed between two opposing
power hammers. The barrel is rotated and beaten until the inside takes the shape of the mandrel.

Hammer forging produces the Glock female polygonal rifling with a right-hand twist. This bore provides a
better gas seal around the projectile, which provides consistency in muzzle velocities and increased accuracy.

The caliber choice between .380 and 9mm is yours to make. Modern .380 ammo is greatly improved, but I don’t
see a good reason not to go with the bigger caliber. The recoil is virtually the same and magazine capacity is
equal.

The Glock 42 and 43 do not disappoint. They are thin and have an elegant feel, optimized for conceal-ability yet
still shoot well. If you are looking at a 24/7 carry gun, stop by your Glock dealer locator and try one on for size.

The Glock 43 compares well to the popular Glock 26. To see the stats side by side, check the Glock provided
table below:

To give you a better idea of the size of these guns, I have provided the pictures of the G-42 and G-26 for
comparison (above).

The following data is drawn from the us.Glock.com.

Comparison Table Glock 43 Glock 42 Glock 26
CALIBER/SYSTEM 9x19/ Safe Action .380 AUTO / Safe Action 9x19 / Safe Action
LENGTH 159 mm/6.26 in. 151 mm/5.94 in. 165 mm/6.49 in.
HEIGHT 108 mm/4.25 in. 105 mm/4.13in. 106 mm/4.17 in.
WIDTH 26 mm/1.02 in. 24 mm/0.94 in. 30.00 mm/ 1.18 in.
BARREL HEIGHT n/a n/a 32mm/1.26in.
BETWEEN SIGHTS 132 mm/5.20 in 125 mm/4.92 in. 137 mm/5.39in.
BARREL LENGTH 86 mm/3.39in. 82.5mm/3.25in. 87 mm/3.42 in.
WEIGHT (Unloaded) 509 g / 17.95 oz. 390 g/ 13.76 oz. 615¢9/21.71 oz.
WEIGHT (Loaded) 634 g/ 22.36 oz. ~490 g/ ~17.29 oz. 7409/ 26.12 oz.
TRIGGER PULL ~2.5kg/~5.5 Ibs. ~25 N /~5.5 Ibs. ~2.5Kkg/~5.5 Ibs.
TRIGGER TRAVEL ~12.5mm/~0.49 in. ~12.5mm/~0.49 in. ~12.5mm/~0.49 in.
BARREL RIFLING right hand, hexagonal right hand, hexagonal right hand, hexagonal
LENGTH OF TWIST 250 mm/ 9.84 in. 250 mm/9.84 in. 250 mm/9.84 in.
MAGAZINE CAP (STD) 6 6 10

Click here to visit Glock
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Mossberg 590M Review — Magic Mag Fed Shotgun

by CLAY MARTIN on JUNE 1, 2018

In the United States we treat our pump shotguns like we do trucks, as in we tend to stay brand loyal. And we
tend to fall into two camps on this one, the Remington 870 and the Mossberg 590. Both sides are equally
fanatical, and the reasons tend to be less fact and more emotion based. Usually, we prefer whatever we started
with, the duck gun our dad gave us at 13 sets the tone. Then it is all familiarity, mostly the safety position and
pump release being the difference. | myself am an 870 guy, which is something I felt it was important to add to
this review. I have used both, as both were military weapons over my career, but I don’t own a single Mossberg.
But that might change this week, as the Mossberg 590M absolutely curb stomps the 870 DM.
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I have seen other comparlson reviews of these two guns recently, that in my oplnlon are a little bit milquetoast.
Nobody in the gun world wants to rock the boat, so they give the 870 points for releasing a fuller line of guns (
hunting, TAC14, wood stocked). Equally good, please continue sending your ad dollars. That, to me at least,
misses the point entirely. Considering the aftermarket for both guns, I really don’t care how many shades of
camo it comes in. The better comparison point is how the magazine systems work, and availability of spares.
And in that arena, the Mossberg has a decisive edge.

Mossberg went W|th a double stack magazme as opposed to the Remington single stack. The resulting mag is
boxy. In the package, Mossberg includes a 10 rounder, as opposed to the Remington 6. In fact, that means only
the Mossberg has an initial capacity over its tube fed counterpart. Mossberg doesn’t at this time make a 3 round
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magazine, but | suppose that means they weren’t kidding themselves about this being a hunting gun. Then they
proceed to just run away with the show. Six months after launch, Remington still has as the only options a 3 or
6 round magazine. On day one with the Mossberg, we were able to test 5, 10, 15, and a monstrous 20 round
magazines.

The double stack magazine keeps the weight closer to the receiver, which makes the gun easier to handle. But it
has another benefit. Remington could conceivably match them in capacity, but the magazine length would be
insane. The double stack mag might be thick, but it won’t trip you in the brush. The factory 20 actually matches
the capacity of most semi-auto drum magazines in 12 gauge, with very limited exceptions.

I also give the Mossberg the advantage on the magazine lock up, and the release. This is obviously opinion not
fact, but I have shot both pretty extensively. The Mossberg has a lip in the front, requiring you to rock it in
place like an AK 47 magazine. But I still find it easier to stick in the gun. With a very limited amount of
practice, | would bet dollars to donuts it is faster.
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The magazine release is a push button and works from either side of the gun. The positioning is at the front top
of the trigger guard, which I found easy to index with my trigger finger. In addition to a very well thought out
magazine release, the 590M has a few other nice features. It has ghost ring sights, with a bright orange front,
that are a snap to use. And it comes with a heat shield on the barrel. Not only might this be a necessity with a 20
round capacity, but it looks cool. And cool does matter

Looks mean is one thing, but it has to run to matter. And the 590M did run. It ate everything I threw at it,
including multiple magazines out of my 12 gauge trash bucket. The trash bucket is a 5 gallon bucket I toss all
the leftover ammo in from shotgun reviews or any other sketchy ammo I run across. The cheapest of the cheap,
mil surplus, slugs left over from my 3 gun days, and anything | get from a fire sale. Despite the fact that the gun
says 2 ¥4 inch shells only, I fed it some Augilla mini shells. It didn’t like them, but as long as I ran the pump fast
it ate them. The only malfunction | had was likely operator error, not a design flaw.
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My malfunction came from the 20 round magazine, and | am guessing | short stroked the gun. The result was 2
rounds half in the chamber, half out of the ejection port. It was a fast clear, and in multiple reloads of the 20, it

didn’t happen again. Not only do I not run a pump action often, my experience with a Mossberg is extremely

limited. It does feel a little different than a Remington, so it is easy to chalk up to shooter not gun. Time will
tell.

So, are their any points in favor of the 870? Well, for one, it is capable of 3 inch shells, while the Mossberg is 2
% only. But outside of turkey loads, who among us really buys anything but 2 %? If tactical is your thing, I’'m
pretty sure we all lean toward 2 % for defensive loads. Not only availability but the simplicity of logistics. And
also for the 870, maybe magazine durability. | left one loaded for months, banged it up, and never had a

problem. The Mossberg magazines may be just as durable, but we won’t know for a while. One thing, they are
is a little spendy, at $95 dollars up to $130 for the big stick.

The Mossberg retails for $200 over the Remington, but in this case, you will know where your money went.
While I am enjoying the pump action renaissance, and hope it continues, in this case, we have a clear winner. |

gave the 870 DM a glowing review, and I don’t regret that. But the 590M is a step above, and if I was buying
today, this would be it.

Full MSRP is $801

Visit Mossberg for more information on the Mossberg 590M by clicking here.
Related Posts:

* Mossberg Announces the Mag-Fed 590M Shockwave!

»  Mossberg 590M: Pump 12 Ga. Uses Double-Stack Mags
*» Cool! Magazine Fed Mossberg Shockwave from Black...
» Competitive Edge w/ Rob Leatham: The Myth of the...

= Thoughts on the Magic .50 BMG Bullet that Killed a...
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Springfield Armory XD-E Unboxed at the Gun Counter

by ADMINISTRATOR on MAY 30, 2018

Springfield Armory XD-E

The XD-E is a hammer-fired, double action/single action (DA/SA) polymer pistol that is ideal for home defense
and concealed carry applications. It is ultra-compact with comparable dimensions to the Springfield XD-S. The
external hammer provides several benefits over traditional striker-fired pistols. It reduces the effort to rack the
slide by 27 percent, it can be carried “cocked and locked” like a 1911, and the ambidextrous safety also acts as
a decocker that resets the trigger so it can be carried in DA or SA mode. It provides the ultimate safety
especially for those who want to appendix carry.

The exposed hammer clearly signals the XD-E’s state of readiness. It can be manually cocked so it operates as a
single action and can provide a second chance on light strikes or stubborn primers. The hammer allows easy
selection between DA/SA operation. The trigger is smooth and crisp.

The XD-E features steel combat rear sights with white dots and a highly visible fiber-optic front sight. It comes
with two magazines, a lock, a bore brush and extra fiber optic tubes. Offered in both 9mm and .45 ACP
configurations, the pistols hold 8 or 9+1 rounds of 9mm and 6 or 7+1 rounds of .45 ACP respectively.

The low effort slide has six deep cut grooves for positive grip. The polymer frame has a front auxiliary rail for
lights and/or lasers. It is an inch wide and weighs 25 ounces in 9mm or 23 ounces in .45 ACP.

The XD-E retails for between $525 and $598 depending on configuration but you can usually find them on
GunsAmerica starting at $480. Click here to browse the current listings.
To learn more about the XD-E visit the Springfield Armory website.

Springfield is running their Gear Up promotion right now. It is available on this gun and several other XD
models. Buy a Springfield XD-E now through June 30" and get three extra magazines.
To read more about the Springfield Armory XD-E, check out these popular articles on GunsAmerica:

=  Springfield Armory XD-E in .45 ACP: The Dark Horse of the Springfield Family — SHOT Show 2018
= XD-E- Now Available In Men’s Sizes
» |t's Hammer Time! Springfield’s New 9mm XD-E — Full Review
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Suppressing the SIG Sauer MCX Rattler

Sean Utley June 8th, 2018

SIG Sauer is a firearms juggernaut in a never-ending loop of research and development. New products are
frequently on their launch pad. The company’s healthy suppressor division cranks out serious, hard-use
products.

To understand more about SIG Sauer’s approach to research and development, you need to understand that the
company has morphed into a complete systems provider. They have a serious focus on providing end users who
work in harsh and dangerous environments across the globe with firearms, gear and ammunition in a
comprehensive package. These developmental efforts end up benefiting all shooters.

The SIG Sauer Rattler is a prime example. The Rattler isn’t just a short-barreled rifle (SBR) with a suppressor
attached, it is a suppressed system that had suppression as the primary objective from the outset. When you
develop the firearm and suppressor side by side, you get a better outcome. This is the case with the Rattler and
SIG Sauer’s SRD762 line of suppressors.
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The SRD762Ti and the SRD762

Suppressors in the SRD762 line are tough — their construction guarantees it. VVoid of an outer tube, the
SRD762, SRD762-QD, SRD762Ti and SRD762Ti-QD share the same build properties, differing only in the
materials used. Integrated spacers and baffles are welded together through a special process and give the
suppressors incredible strength. SIG Sauer claims that this construction increases strength five-fold over other
conventional tube designs.

Losing the outer tube also increases suppressor volume. There is simply more space inside for the gas to expand
and cool. The SRD762 suppressors have a healthy 1%2-inch diameter, which improves noise reduction.
Typically, 7.62 suppressors have a diameter of 12 inches. A quarter-inch doesn’t seem like much, but it
increases internal volume exponentially. SIG Sauer claims 50 percent more internal volume as compared to
other suppressor brands.

SRD Lineup
Ml SRD762 B SRD762-QD
& 1 [= 1
Rating Up to .300 Win. Mag. Rating Up to .300 Win. Mag.
. Inconel 718, stainless . Inconel 718, stainless
Materials steel Materials steel
Weight 15.5 0z. Weight 17 oz.
Length 6.6in. Length 7in.

Attachment Style Direct thread, 58x24 Attachment Style Taper-Lok Fast-Attach

MSRP $645 MSRP $745
Summary: Economical workhorse, Summary: Workhorse, general-use,
general-use, multicaliber suppressor multicaliber suppressor with Taper-Lok

with dedicated direct-thread attachment. Fast-Attach. Get multiple Taper-Lok
Ideal for placing on a dedicated rifle and Fast-Attach muzzle devices to move this
leaving it attached. suppressor from gun to gun.

The SRD762 and SRD762-QD are made of Inconel 718 and stainless steel. Grade 5 titanium is reserved for the
SRDs with the “Ti” moniker. The differences don’t stop there.



All SRD762 variants feature wrench flats in various locations to ease the removal of a stuck suppressor. SIG
Sauer intended for these suppressors to see a lot of use, and that can lead to carbon buildup without proper
maintenance.

Flats on the non-QD version are located at the rear of the suppressor near the thread interface, as well as at the
front of the suppressor. The flats on the QD versions are located at the rear and allow you to get a wrench over
the flats and the locking tab that must be depressed to remove the suppressor.

The attachment type will be determined by how the end user plans to use the suppressor and host firearm.
Hunters often have a specific rifle in mind for suppressed use, so a direct-thread option is optimal because it can
be affixed and left in place. If there are multiple guns that you’d like to suppress but can’t outfit each one, then a
QD or fast-attach version might be preferable.

B SRD762Ti W SRD762Ti-QD

Rating Up to .300 Win. Mag. Rating Up to .300 Win. Mag.
Materials Grade 5 titanium Materials Grade 5 titanium
Weight 15.8 0Z. Weight 17.6 0Z.

Length 9.3 in. Length 8.3in.

Attachment Style Taper-Lok Fast-Attach

Attachment Style Direct thread, ¥8x24

MSRP $1,095 MSRP $1,095

, ; e akE Summary: Premium Taper-Lok Fast-
Summary: Premium multicaliber Attach with lighter weight and more
capability with emphasis on lighter volume. Excellent noise reduction. Fits
weight. Great for dedicated hunting with on a variety of rifles using Taper-Lok Fast-
a long-range rifle. Attach muzzle devices.

Continual Development

SIG Sauer was one of the first firearms manufacturers to produce suppressors, and suppressors are part of entire
systems that they offer across several platforms. The most well-known system they offer is the MCX, which
was introduced at the same time as their suppressor line in 2014.

The MCX was one of the few firearms at the time to be designed with suppressed operation as a cornerstone of
its functionality. The MCX has improved and evolved into their latest iteration — the Rattler.

The Rattler is revolutionary in many ways. For years, manufacturers have tried to compress the AR-15 platform
into something resembling the MP5 — small, maneuverable, reliable. The MP5’s only shortcoming is the 9mm
chambering. Now we have the .300 Blackout cartridge, which has boosted SBR performance by bringing a
hard-hitting, .30-caliber projectile powered by pistol powder.

Even with the .300 Blackout, there still remained the challenge of making the AR platform’s gas system reliable
in ever-shrinking packages. SIG Sauer’s Rattler has overcome this challenge.



The Rattler’s piston operation and dual springs work together to make suppressed operation more reliable.

The Rattler utilizes a short-stroke piston system along with dual recoil springs. The Rattler is not an AR
platform, so there is no buffer tube/spring at the rear. Its operation takes place entirely within the upper receiver,
allowing it to function with a folding or retractable stock. The original version of the MCX was a positive move
away from the AR platform, and the Rattler is a culmination of feedback from working professionals on how to
optimize the MCX for their needs.

“Anything we do with .300 Blackout has a focus on suppression,” said Patrick Hanley, SIG Sauer’s rifle
product manager.

Our test version was a select-fire SBR, but the Rattler is also available as a pistol and comes with a three--
position retractable pistol stabilizing brace (PSB). The Rattler has an adjustable gas block that optimizes
function between subsonic and supersonic ammunition, and any of SIG Sauer’s SRD762 suppressors will fit the
gun.

When asked if the Rattler was optimized for any particular suppressor model, Hanley said that the standard
SRD762 was most considered during the Rattler’s development. The muzzle end of the Rattler’s barrel is
tapered to mate perfectly with the Taper-Lok feature of SIG Sauer’s suppressors as well.



A gas regulator is used to improve function between subsonic and supersonic ammunition. Note the impressive 100-yard
accuracy.

Shaking Out the Rattler

Suppressor spent a day with the Rattler and the direct-thread SRD762 at the SIG Sauer Academy in Epping,
New Hampshire. With a 5%-inch barrel, it’s hard to comprehend just how small the Rattler is until you get your
hands on it. I didn’t have high expectations for the gun, but when I pressed out the first round, I was welcomed
by an extremely smooth recoil impulse. The Rattler churned away on all ammao, sub- and supersonic.

While conducting evaluations at SIG Sauer’s facility, [ was offered the opportunity to use the automatic feature
of the MCX — and it was my professional duty to see how it functioned. The experience was more fun and less
cumbersome than | expected. Of course, there were no malfunctions.

I asked to have the Rattler outfitted with a magnified optic, and they obliged with a SIG Sauer Tango6 3-18X.
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The side folding stock makes the suppressed Rattler the most compact rifle-caliber system available today.

The Tango6 is longer than the entire Rattler without the suppressor and with the stock folded. This odd-looking
setup let us see how well the Rattler/SRD762 combo would group. It’s a surprisingly handy little sniping
package.

All groups were shot suppressed, and both subsonic and supersonic loads were tested. This combo produced a
best group of 1.12 inches with the 125-grain SIG Sauer ammunition and 1.15 inches with SIG Sauer 220-grain
subsonic ammo. This is better accuracy than expected from a 5%-inch barrel at 100 yards. Four of the rounds
measured .87 inch. Yes, the Rattler can shoot.

Although uncomfortable to shoot prone with the metal stock, compact dimensions and lack of a bipod, the
functionality of the suppressed Rattler was good. As a lefty, I didn’t notice any excessive gas blowback when
firing at a slow pace. I wasn’t bothered by gas when shooting automatic, but that was a right-handed exercise.

B Performance

Best Group Avg. Group

Load (in) (in.)
SIG Sauer Elite 125 gr. 1.12 1.51
SIG Sauer Elite Subsonic 220 gr. 1-15 231

Accuracy results are the average of three, five-shot
groups from a sandbag rest at 100 yards.

Roundup

There was a time when | believed that with such an extensive breadth of products, perhaps SIG Sauer was
stretched too thin. Their continual innovation and refinement has proved me wrong. Apparently, they can do it
all and do it well.



While SIG Sauer is better known for their quality handguns and less for their suppressors, as we move closer to
a simpler suppressor acquisition process, undoubtedly this will change. You don’t need to own a SIG Sauer
handgun or any other product to own one of their great suppressors.

H MCX Rattler

Semiautomatic,

ype short-stroke piston
Cartridge .300 BLK
Barrel 5.51n., carbon steel

Overall Length  19.3in.

Handguard Free float, M-LOK
Weight 51bs., 1.6 0z.

Finish Cerakote

Trigger SIG Sauer enhanced
Stock Folding MCX

Grip MCX pistol grip
Capacity 30rds.

MSRP $2,720
Manufacturer 3G et

sigsauer.com
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Tested: Kel-Tec RFB & RDB
Bullpups

by Jeff Johnston - Monday, January 23, 2017

What’s in a name? When it comes to Kel-Tec, the Cocoa, Fla.-based firearm manufacturer, it’s the Swedish
heritage of chief engineer and founder George Kellgren combined with the singular characteristic that has
driven his designs for the past 25 years: technology.

Sure, Kel-Tec could simply be referred to as a prolific manufacturer of polymer guns, but that would ignore
much of its success. And one label that is certainly not appropriate here is “copycat.” No, if Kel-Tec is
synonymous with anything, it is the continual release of entirely novel and innovative designs. Such new
firearms frequently become fan followings but can be elusive initially because of the company’s limited
production capacity.

Given the release of its RDB 5.56x45 mm NATO carbine, which came on the heels of its wildly different KSG
bullpup shotgun and forward-ejecting 7.62x51 mm NATO RFB, I think that Kel-Tec is not only onto
something, but that the better way to refer to it might be as the King of the Bullpups.

A bullpup action configuration offers the advantage of a standard-length barrel but in a more compact platform.
And while Kel-Tec didn’t invent the concept—proven guns such as the British army’s SA80, Steyr’s AUG and
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lately IWI’s Tavor SAR come to mind—Kel-Tec has done something these others haven’t: Its bullpup rifles are
fully bilateral down to their ejection, and they’re also more affordable. How’d they do it? In a word,
engineering.

Fact is, the RFB (Rifle, Forward-ejecting Bullpup) is one of the most impressive feats of firearm design since
FN’s downward ejecting P90, and that may partially explain why it was announced in 2007 but didn’t begin to
ship until 2009. And it really only became available to the masses a few years later.

“The development time on our guns depends on how novel the design is,” said Kel-Tec marketing director
Derek Kellgren, son of George Kellgren. “For the RFB in particular, getting the forward ejection to work took
trial and error; if there is too much bolt velocity, the firearm will jam, if not enough, the carbine won’t extract
properly. It took quite a bit of testing and re-testing to get it to function reliably.”

At first glance the delay seemed costly for Kel-Tec, because consumer anticipation can quickly turn to doubt,
while also opening the door for competitors. In the interim, however, IWI’s release of its Tavor to civilians may
have actually renewed interest in bullpup designs, as did Kel-Tec’s own KSG. It also allowed Kel-Tec to tweak
the RFB before it hit shelves. Then, in early 2015, it doubled down on its bullpup bet by releasing the RDB
(Rifle, Downward-ejecting Bullpup).

The RDB builds on the RFB by simplifying its design, improving it, marketing it to the tactical masses by
chambering it in .223 Rem. and pricing it competitively with the ubiquitous AR. As such, it’s a fully bilateral
tactical carbine that’s at least a foot shorter than the average AR, all for around $1,000. But before we delve into
the differences of these two plastic puppies, you should know something about how Kel-Tec came to be.

Nothing If Not Innovative

Kellgren was born in Sweden in 1943. An engineer by trade, he designed guns for Husqvarna and other
companies before immigrating to the United States in 1979 where he co-founded Intratec, the maker of the Tec-
9. After parting ways with Intratec, in 1991 Kellgren founded Kel-Tec, Inc., and quickly found a niche making
easily concealed, inexpensive handguns such as the P-11 that, made with injection-molded polymer, found huge
success in America. Flourishing sales allowed Kel-Tec to invest heavily in R&D for new longarm designs. As
he’s proven time and again (think PMR-30, SUB-2000 and others), if George Kellgren is going to make
something, it’s not likely to be a copy.

Although only 10 percent of all shooters are left-handed, zero percent like hot brass melting their skin. So
Kellgren set out to deal with ejection issues that plague bullpup rifle designs, and in doing so had two viable
options: forward or down. So what did Kel-Tec do? Both.

Kellgren recognized the advantages of bullpup-style firearms—he’d studied Interdynamic’s MKR bullpup in
the 1970s that utilized a “spine” concept where the major components are all attached to the barrel—and

noticed a void in the market that probably stemmed from the fact that most bullpup designs were imperfect. It
spawned his subsequent SUB-16 bullpup design of the early 1990s and later his SRT-6 and SRT-8 bullpup
sniper rifles and, ultimately, the RFB. It’s a gas-piston-operated, semi-automatic rifle chambered in 7.62x51
mm NATO that’s only 27.25" overall, even with its 18" barrel. It’s one of the most compact box-magazine rifles
ever chambered in the venerable round. It’s also 100 percent bilateral in control and ejection; it pushes rounds
forward out of an innovative ejection chute and onto the ground in front of the shooter’s feet.
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Rifle, Forward-Ejecting Bullpup

The secret of the RFB’s forward ejection lies in its tilting bolt and pivoting extractor. Firing from a closed bolt,
gas from the cartridge enters the barrel’s oversized port and propels the short-stroke piston rearward an inch,
lifting the rear of the square-faced, hollow bolt out of contact with the receiver’s locking shoulder. This enables
the entire bolt assembly group, including the reciprocating charging handle, to move rearward, extracting the
case. The case is held on both sides of its rim by dual extracting wings that are pinned to the bolt. During the
final portion of its 4.4" rearward journey, raceways machined into the receiver cause the bolt’s extractor unit to
pivot, still holding the spent case but now angling it 15 degrees upward.

Kel-Tec’s RFB, or Rifle, Forward-ejecting Bullpup, uses an adjustable gas system (inset, r.) tuneable for various loads or accommodating the
increased pressures from suppressed fire. The polymer safety selector (inset, I.) requires a 90-degree throw and is 100 percent bilateral.

With its twin recoil springs that recede into channels above the receiver now fully compressed, and the hammer
cocked by the rearward-traveling bolt carrier, the bolt reverses direction where it strips a fresh round off the
magazine by the now-exposed bolt head and pushes it into battery. It simultaneously shoves the still-captured
case out the ejection hole located above the chamber. As the bolt reaches the last 1/4" of its travel into battery,
raceways cause the extractor to pivot down around the bolt head, capturing the freshly chambered round. When
the trigger is pressed again, the entire 1/10th-second cycle starts anew. After the last round from the magazine is
extracted from the chamber, the bolt will lock back while still holding it. Therefore the bolt must be released to
expel the last case (or live round).



As brass is pushed out the 12.25"-long aluminum ejection chute
it either drops to the ground via gravity if the rifle is held down, or it is pushed into single file up the tube until
full, at which time the first round fired is forced out by subsequent rounds. The shooter and his comrades must
never worry about hot brass showers.

While the RFB’s pivoting extractor and ejection chute are novel and work great, Kel-Tec itself proved the
system may be overkill. While the brass is ejected forward from the receiver, it ultimately lands on the ground
at the shooter’s feet—the same place downward-ejected brass lands, but without as many mechanizations.

SPECS: RFB

Manvuracruren: Ker-Tec CNC Inoustries, Inc. (Dept. AR), 1505 Cox Roap, Cocoa FL 32926; (321) 631-0068; KELTECWEAPONS.COM
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Rifle, Downward-Ejecting Bullpup

Internally, the 5.56x45 mm NATO RDB’s bolt head looks more like a common AR-15’s bolt; its seven lugs
rotate to lock behind corresponding lugs in the chamber and unlock when gas causes its short-stroke piston to
shove the recoil spring shroud/bolt actuator rod rearward, rotating the bolt head, flinging it rearward and
extracting the cartridge. The secret to the RDB’s downward ejection rests in the location of its extractor and its



dual plunger ejectors. The extractor is located on the bottom edge of the bolt head, so that the tendency of the
brass when held by its rim’s lowermost edge is to cant downward. And since gravity won’t do it alone, twin
plungers apply even pressure on the case head at the 2 o’clock and 10 o’clock positions to ensure the brass (or
live round) tilts straight downward forcefully as it is pulled from the chamber.

As the brass is extracted, tension between the case rim and the extractor is maintained as the case scrapes over
the top round in the magazine, and the bolt pushes the U-shaped hammer out of the way of the ejection chute
while cocking it. When the case reaches the cleared ejection chute, the downward pressure exerted by both
gravity and the plungers flips the case downward with enough leverage to free it from the extractor and out the
vertical, aluminum-lined ejection port. From there a single, overhead recoil spring, now fully compressed within
the bolt assembly, pushes the bolt back into battery, but not before shucking a fresh round from the magazine.
It’s ingeniously simple.

The downward-ejecting RDB (above), shown with a 30-round PMAG, employs a forward-mounted charging handle (inset, r.) that is switchable for
left- or right-hand use. The rifle’s gas system is adjustable (inset, l.) without tools and comes factory set for M193 55-gr. 5.56x45 mm NATO
ammunition.

Truly Bilateral

Once the ejection issue was solved by two different methods, engineers built the RDB and RFB around those
methods, incorporating design variations as necessary, while keeping the guns as similar in look and feel as
possible.

Both rifles feature fore-end-mounted charging handles that can be easily moved to the left or right side,
although they are slightly different in design. The non-reciprocating handle of the RDB is spring-loaded to fold
forward and lock against the fore-end when not in use.



A 90 degree, lever-type safety is found on both sides of the
RFB’s receiver. It allows the thumb to roll it into the forward firing position, while the trigger finger can be
used to more efficiently pull it back to safe. The RDB’s is located higher, and is best manipulated with the
thumb only. Likewise, dual bolt releases, albeit slightly different on each model, can be quickly manipulated
with the thumb of whatever hand is used to change

the magazine.

On the RFB, a single magazine-release lever is cleverly and centrally located behind the magazine well. As
such, it can be depressed as the hand naturally places downward pressure on the magazine. After doing so, the
thumb slides off the release lever but remains on the magazine.

Conversely, the RDB’s magazine release lever functions in the same way, but is placed on the forward edge of
the magazine well so that the index finger depresses it as the magazine is yanked. | found one advantage of this
design—at least for small-handed shooters. Rather than gripping the magazine and releasing with the support
hand, I can simply flex my grip to release the magazine with the base of my thumb. I suspect, however, that it
would be possible for ham-handed shooters to inadvertently release the magazine while shooting, and, in fact,
Kel-Tec has updated current models by dipping the release in a plastic coating so it doesn’t scrape shooters’
thumbs.

In sum, the operator’s trigger hand never has to vacate its firing position to work all controls on either of these
bullpups. In a few sessions, decent shooters of either dominant hand can master their controls until they’re as
fast and intuitive as any rifle available.

External Similarities And Differences

Both the RFB and RDB measure 27%4" from buttpad to flash hider; the RFB is available in barrel lengths of 18"
and 24" for an overall length of 27'4" and 334", respectively. That’s about a foot shorter than AR-10-style rifles
with same-length barrels. The RDB comes with a 17.3" barrel.

Both guns heavily feature Kel-Tec’s square-stippled “Gator Grip” injection-molded polymer. Unlike the firm’s
handguns, however, its bullpups contain a healthy portion of steel. Because the bullpup design places the
shooter’s face directly over the chamber, Kel-Tec engineers guarded against catastrophic failure by mating the
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RFB’s plastic fore-end, lower receiver and lower buttstock with a 12%" long, 1/16™ thick piece of 4130 sheet
steel that forms the rifle’s cheekpiece and the upper half of the buttstock. For additional protection, it’s
reinforced by a 14 1/8"-long sheet of steel underneath. Because of the steel on top and the open magazine well
underneath, any purge of excessive pressure or flak will be forced down through the magazine well and away
from the shooter’s face. The RDB, on the other hand, utilizes a piece of 1/16™ polymer for its stock/cheekpeice
with a single layer of 1/16" steel for reinforcement underneath.

Both guns can be fieldstripped of their plastic exoskeletons in seconds with bare hands and a bullet, via four
assembly pins that are recessed nicely within the lower receiver—the RFB’s pins are captive while the RDB’s
are not. This speedy fieldstripping ability is a good thing, but even so, it does little to rectify a common
complaint of bullpups, and that is their inability to quickly clear jams without fieldstripping. The tip of a bullet
works perfectly to start the pins. After tapping them out, simply hold the rifle by its buttstock—barrel down—
then firmly smack the back of the pistol grip to separate the two-piece polymer lower receiver/fore-end from the
barrel and action assembly. Pull the charging handle to remove it, then slide the buttstock/cheekpiece off. Next
remove the action shroud that contains the bolt and recoil springs from the barrel assembly.

If you wish to separate the RFB’s bolt from its bolt carrier next, simply tap one pin holding it—but doing so is
unnecessary for all but the most thorough cleaning because the bolt can be rotated up from its carrier, allowing
adequate access. The gas piston can be removed, and even the expansion chamber with the removal of one pin.
In less than a minute, each gun can be broken down to easily access its barrel, chamber, bolt, gas piston and
trigger mechanism.

The Components

The RFB’s barrel is a medium-contour, 4140 chrome-moly, chrome-lined tube that’s milled to include two 1"-
diameter lugs that provide attachment points, as well as two sets of threads for silencers of various design. It
features six-groove, 1:11.25" right-hand twist rifling.

At the barrel’s chamber end, the steel receiver is attached to the barrel via a receiver collar and barrel nut that
threads onto the barrel. The barrel is again threaded just forward of this collar, where another nut secures one of
two machined steel bridge mounts onto an integral barrel lug. This mount, along with the gas block mount, form
the attachment points for the fore-end as well as the two arches on which the 934" Picatinny rail is mounted. The
integral gas block also serves as the chute’s exit hole and tube support.

Just ahead of the gas block is a curious 1/8" diameter threaded section that is apparently intended for a
suppressor that would slip all the way over the muzzle and flash hider. Finally, the muzzle terminates in a 5/8-
24 threaded barrel portion that accepts the provided lock nut and flash hider or, if you so choose, most .308
Win.-applicable silencers currently available. No doubt, much time and tooling costs are spent on the RFB’s
barrel, which is the backbone of the gun.

The RDB’s 1:7" twist barrel design is similar, except of course that it’s smaller at 0.738" in diameter at the
barrel collar before tapering to 0.562" near the flash hider.

Both guns’ captive gas systems are adjustable to regulate the amount of gas needed for various loads,
suppressor use and environmental conditions. Its gas-restrictor cap is click-adjustable and is prevented from
turning inadvertently by use of a detent spring and pin. Kel-Tec recommends optimizing the amount of gas that
powers the piston so that it’s just enough to cycle the bolt reliably but not an excessive amount that would
subject the gun to undue stress.



To find the optimal position, start by turning the cap 10 clicks from the bottommost, fully tightened position.
Then load one round and fire with a now-empty magazine installed. If that fails to lock the action back, apply a
clockwise click to the cap and repeat until the action locks back on its own power, then add two more clicks.

To test the rifle with a suppressor, | found that the cap needed to be backed all the way off, then tightened down
(clockwise) five turns. In that position, the RFB functioned reliably with a Dead Air Sandman-S suppressor
installed.

Another huge plus of both bullpups is their respective use of universally standard magazines. The RFB relies on
FAL-type magazines of the metric pattern. As such, one can readily find suitable 5-, 10- and 20-round
magazines if the provided polymer 20-rounder (made by Thermold Magazines USA) isn’t sufficient. Seating
the magazine in the RFB doesn’t require rocking; rather a straight push does it; likewise, an easy tug straight
down while depressing the magazine release lever allows its removal from the well.

The RDB uses AR-style magazines that are as common as tattoos at Sturgis. It ships with one 30-round Gen M3
PMAG, but I tried various metal and plastic mags, and all of them worked.

Notable of both the RFB and RDB’s trigger systems, as any bullpup design mandates, the trigger/hammer
linkage spans a long gap created by the magazine well without blocking it. Kellgren accomplished this on the
RFB by fabricating a metal trigger-linkage box that outlines the magazine well rather than running down its
middle. A bar on its rear runs through the skeletonized hammer that is pinned underneath it to provide a pivot
point so it can cock and strike the firing pin. Of course, the hammer is located in the extreme rear of the entire
rifle and, as such, requires a special cutout within the buttstock to accommodate its movement. It’s powered by
twin springs located ahead of the magazine well that are stretched by the bolt’s rearward travel and locked back
as the sear bar is captured by the trigger sear. A roll-type safety rests on the sear bar. The RDB accomplishes
the same thing by way of trigger linkage bars that serpentine along each side of the receiver walls before
connecting to the mousetrap-esque, U-shaped hammer.

Both the RFB and RDB’s triggers are polymer. Although they’re surprisingly light in pull weight (5 1bs., 7 ozs.
and 4 Ibs., 9 ozs., respectively), they both contained some creep. While the RFB’s trigger is great for a bullpup
that has such long linkages, and certainly much better than typical AKs or FALs—it’s not as light and clean as
many ARs. At the time of this writing, Kellgren informed me that the trigger springs have been replaced and the
sear surfaces have been smoothed in its latest shipments. He assures me that the triggers now feel better than
those of the early units I tested.

To test performance, | mounted a 2-7X 36 mm Zeiss Terra riflescope on the RFB and an EOTech red-dot sight
and 4X coupler on the RDB. I fired 300 rounds through each gun, during which time | noted many failures to
feed when switching between brands of ammunition; but each time, after adjusting the gas regulator, all
cartridges fired and cycled properly. Only twice each did the rifles jam due to a non-gas-related error, such as a
double feed.



SHOOTING RESULTS: KEL-TEC RFB (100YDS.)

.308 Win. VEL. @ 5'  ENERGY Grour Size (IncHES)
CARTRIDGE (F.p.s.) (FT.-LBS.) SmALLEST LARGEST AVERAGE
FeperaL PrRemium 2416 Ave. 2,178 1.74 2.53 2.18
168-GR. Sierra MarcuKinG 4 Sp

BTHP

NosiLer AccuBonp 2555 Ave. 2,392 2.30 3.35 2.72
165-Gr. PT 20 Sp

WiNCHESTER 2632 Avc. 2,308 2.36 3.19 2.71
Razorsack XT 150-Gr. HP 8 So

AVERAGE EXTREME SPREAD 2.54

Nortes: MEASURED AVERAGE VELOCITY FOR 10 sHOTS, usiNG AN OeHLER MobDEeL 33 AT 5 FT.
ACCURACY FOR FIVE CONSECUTIVE, FIVE-SHOT GROUPS AT 100 YDS. FROM A SANDBAG REST.
TemperaTURE: 92° FE HuminiTy: 65%. AssreviaTions: BTHP (BOATTAIL HOLLOW POINT);
HP (HoLtow poinT), PT (PowymMerTIP), Sp (STANDARD DEVIATION).

Neither gun was a tack-driver—nor were they expected to be—and both guns’ groups spread as their barrels
heated during rapid fire. | averaged 2.54" groups at 100 yds. with the 7.62 mm, and 2.88" groups with the 5.56
mm using three types of ammunition for each rifle. Recoil, even in the 7.62 mm RFB, was mild thanks to a long
bolt travel and the rifle’s 8-1b., 8-0z.-loaded heft, but muzzle flip due to the weight-back design was significant
while shooting from a benchrest where the support hand does not work to anchor the barrel. When shooting
from the bench, I drew two solid conclusions: 1.) The RDB’s downward ejection is not ideal for benchrest and
prone work because it makes the use of a rear bag difficult, and hot brass can pile around the rear elbow. 2.) The
.308 Win. RFB needs a softer cheekpiece.

I quickly familiarized myself with both guns’ controls, and grew fond of the RDB’s magazine release location.
The guns’ polymer exoskeleton stocks incorporate many features molded directly into them such as attachment
points for bilateral slings. The RDB features a full-length rail molded to the underside of the fore-grip—
seemingly a no-brainer—that’s perfect for a flashlight or a vertical fore-end. The RFB’s fore-end is flared,
Schnabel-like and discourages fingers from contacting a hot barrel. This is a very compact gun and so reaching
far out on the fore-end is natural.
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SHOOTING RESULTS: KEL-TEC RDB (100YDS.)

.223 Rem. VEL. @ 5' ENERGY Group Size (IncHES)
CARTRIDGE (F.p.s.) (Fr.-LBS.) SmALLEST LARGEST AVERAGE
FeperAL AMERICAN EAGLE 3101 Ava. 1,068 2.80 3.54 3.09
50-Gr. JHP 26 So

FeperaL PrREmium 2665 Ava. 1,088 2.70 3.30 2.93
69-GR. Sierra MaTcHKING 28 Sp

BTHP

WincHESTER 2839 Ava. 1,146 2.40 2.97 2.62
Razorsack XT 64-Gr. HP 14 Sop

AVERAGE EXTREME SPREAD 2.88

Nortes: MEASURED AVERAGE VELOCITY FOR 10 sHoTs, UsING AN OeHLER MopeL 33 AT 5 FT.
ACCURACY FOR FIVE CONSECUTIVE, FIVE SHOT GROUPS AT 100 YDS. FROM A SANDBAG REST.
TemperaTURE: 92° E HumipiTy: 65%. AssreviaTions: BTHP (BoATTAIL HOLLOW POINT);
HP (HoLLow poInT), JHP (JACKETED HOLLOW POINT), SD (STANDARD DEVIATION).

While there are many opinions levied on “balance,” I offer that on rifles of this sort, balance matters very little.
The RDB and RDF bullpups are balanced in the literal sense. Their balance points reside on the pistol grip, or
the center of the gun. This results in a rifle that feels different than most whose balance point is somewhere
along the fore-end. After getting accustomed to this weight-back feel, there are some advantages. Namely,
because less weight is on the front end, these bullpups are easy to hold, aim and fire with one hand—something
I can’t easily do with a typical AR-10, especially during extended range use. Certainly the overall shorter length
is a huge benefit both in compactness and in carrying while slung on the chest because the barrel does not
extend past the knees.

While | was somewhat skeptical of these radical designs from Kel-Tec, | now adore both guns, and | appreciate
this innovative maker of affordable firearms more than I previously did. After all, 'm a giant fan of any 20-
round, .308 rifle that can be kept fully assembled in a tennis racket case. Before shooting extensively, | thought
I’d like the simpler RDB better—that only uses one rearward motion of the bolt to eject the round downward—
but frankly there’s no downside to the RFB’s forward ejection. It’s nifty. Both guns are extremely solid in
design and function.

Kel-Tec’s bullpups are practical and compact rifles that shoot equally great from either side. Whether the
company makes enough of them to satisfy demand remains to be seen. Regardless, | give Kellgren and Kel-Tec
props for doing something different, and doing it well. But | want to know, does the company intend to release
more, er, hounds in the future?

“Oh yes,” Derek said, emphatically.
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Kel-Tec RDB Review—America’s 5.56 Bullpup

by JACOB EPSTEIN on MAY 7, 2016

Buy one on GunsAmerica: https://www.gunsamerica.com/Search.aspx?T=kel-tec%20rdb

Read More at Kel-Tec: http://www.keltecweapons.com/our-guns/pistol/rdb

The first Kel-Tec firearm | ever shot was a KSG. The radically redesigned 12 gauge left me impressed. Since
then I’ve shot and loved almost every gun Kel-Tec has produced. Just like the KSG shook up the shotgun
world, Kel-Tec’s newest offering-the RDB (Rifle, Downward-ejecting Bullpup)—is poised to redefine what a
black rifle can be.

The gun is less alien looking that most of the other bullpups on the market.
Specifications

= Caliber 5.56mm NATO

= Magazines AR Stanag

= Barrel Length 17.4"
= Overall Length 27.4"

=  Weight Empty 7 Ibs.

=  MSRP $1272.73
. p-
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Slim, trim, compact.... The RDB is also one of the smallest, lightest bullpups available.

What makes the RDB special? We’ll scatter that out through this review, because it isn’t just one thing—though
what’s getting the most attention is in the name itself. The gun ejects empty brass down, out the bottom of the
stock, which solves one of the biggest questions bullpup designers have had to face.

The rounds eject from the gap here between the butt and the magazine.

Consider that many bullpups are just Kits. You take a barreled action and slap it in a chassis of some sort that
moves the trigger forward and the breech back. Many of the others, the ones built from the ground up, eject out
the side—just like most automatic rifles. This means brass is ejecting close to the shooter’s face, and that it limits
left handed shooters—as most bullpups shoot that brass directly into the shooter.

Kel-Tec has tackled this dilemma before. The RFB (Rifle, Forward-ejecting, Bullpup) collects brass inside the
frame and spits it out the front. I’ve spent some quality time with the RFB. One of the fun things about that gun
is shooting, then tipping the gun forward so the empties can spill out. It is the mic-drop equivalent of the gun
world. But the design never really caught on, and many had reliability issues with the gun.

Reliability in any gun design is really important. If you get a jam in a bullpup, clearing it can be a bitch. Even if
you are a wizard with an AR, getting your fingers up inside a bullpup (especially a hot bullpup) can take you
out of the fight. But this downward brass dump seems to run without a hitch.

Ergonomics

The RDB was developed to be fully ambidextrous in every way shape and form. Starting at the back, the RDB
has ambidextrous sling mounting points, bolt releases, a centrally located magazine release, 45-degree-throw
safeties, a left or right-side interchangeable non-reciprocating charging handle, and even ambidextrous forward
sling mounting points.



The safety, easy to find with the thumb.

This aspect is innovative, and has helped build the buzz around the gun, but there are more subtle features that
make it a true contender for those looking for a tactical carbine. The RDB has a slim rubber butt pad that helps
to keep traction on your shoulder. Moving up the rifle, the RDB has an integral polymer cheek rest. Most of
Kel-Tec’s other other bullpup weapons were missing this feature, so I’d say this is evidence that Kel-Tec has
been listening customer feedback. The rest of the RDB’s furniture is polymer and is textured with their Gator
Grip pattern. The Gator Grip provides plenty of traction and looks good on the gun.

Best of all, the RDB doesn’t punish the shooter with recoil or muzzle rise and I have to think this is partially
due to its caliber and adjustable gas system.



The gas tube sits about where it would on a carbine length AR, but this system is adjustable.

Shooting The RDB

Running the RDB isn’t like any other rifle I’ve ever fired. It’s the abundance of ambidextrous controls and the
downward ejection of spent cases that will seem unusual at first. I’ve got a lot of trigger time on my Tavor, so
I’m used to bullpups, but learning a new set of controls and behaviors always takes time.

Still, from what I’ve seen so far, the RDB is worth the steep learning curve. The ambidextrous controls allow
for a lot of flexibility, the long barrel in the short package gives the RDB better ballistic potential than many
AR-15s, and it weighs in at just 7 pounds.

The gun ships with one 20 round Gen 3 P-mag and is capable of using just about every AR style magazine on
the market. | found that the Gen 3 P-mags ran flawlessly but were sluggish to drop free with the bolt locked
back to the rear. These dudes are light when empty, and wider than a typical steel or aluminum AR mag. They
can get sticky in most guns, which is why AR shooters have developed that wrist-snap motion to sling them free
of the mag well.



I have confirmed that these will drop free: Lancer, USGI, Hexmag, E-Lander, Gen2 P-Mag, and the Fab
Defense Ultimag. This is important, as the mag is under your shooting arm and there’s less room to manipulate
the gun.

a i s e

The barrel, with rail attached. This method of mounting the rail gives more stability than you would get from mounting the rail
to the polymer parts.

The gun ships naked, leaving sight options up to you. | went with a simple Primary Arms Micro Dot in an effort
to keep weight down, but the RDB would be equally well served with a 1-6 scope. There’s ample rail to work
with, too, so you could combine any number of options.

Accuracy

Why do most shooters struggle with bullpup accuracy? There can be a number of reasons. Some have sub-
standard, or heavy trigger systems. Placing the barrel farther back means a reduction in sight radius for those
using irons. And then some of the barrels themselves aren’t free-floated. But non of this matters for a rifle that
is incredibly maneuverable, fast to the target, and optimized for close-quarters combat distances. Or at least
that’s the list of excuses for poor accuracy.
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5 under two inches from 100 meters, from the bench. This group would be much tighter but for the one flier.

So where does the RDB stand? Unlike some of the other Kel-Tecs I’ve shot, the RDB has a near match-quality
trigger. It breaks right at 5 Ibs. and has a short take-up with a clean, glass-like break. It simply makes for
accurate and consistent shooting.

I was consistently shooting sub 1.5 inch groups at 50 meters and right at 2 inches at 100 meters with a Primary
Arms 1-6 scope.
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The polymer trigger has one spring is exposed. This is the one obvious point of concern for me, as an exposed spring picks up

grit and grime. It clears it out, too. | had no issues with it, but it is an unusual design choice.

Problems with the gun?

No gun is perfect. In fact, most guns I own and love have quirks about them. The RDB is no exception. In my
testing, | found the reliability was solid and the gun worked well from round 1-no awkward break-in period
needed. My malfunctions occurred when trying to make mag changes too fast. You have to take things slow at
first to get used to working in a space that’s far less accessible than the mag well on an AR. The only true
malfunctions happened while I was tuning the gas system, and those are—without question—-warranted.

How would the RDB fair in a much longer testing period? I shot 750+ rounds of ZQI SS109 and Wolf
Polyformance for this review, so I can’t say for sure. I have no reason to doubt that it won’t keep chugging
along.

So what are the points of concern? What I’m seeing has less to do with the gun itself, and more to do with the
bullpup philosophy. When a malfunction happens—like a double feed or a failure to extract—you must clear the
issue to stay in the fight. If you aren’t practicing these skills, but relying on your gun to work as advertised, than
you’re missing an important step.

The AR and AK put the chamber and mag well right in the center of the rifle. When you bring the gun in to
your chest, both hands have access to everything that’s important. Strip the mag, rack the bolt (multiple times),
jam a finger up in gun if there’s still a problem.

With the bullpup, you give up that convenience and problem solving speed.

America’s bullpup



There’s one other detail worth noting. The AR-15 is the definitive black rifle, at least in this country. In its short
barreled format, the rifle is compact enough. Yet most of the guns are still carbine length, or longer. This extra
length, many think, is a deterrent to effective maneuverability.

That’s the motive behind the bullpup movement. A short-barreled AR loses some of the 5.56’s punch. So why
not leave the full length barrel in place and just scoot the whole action back into the stock? What would you
lose? The only answer seems to be—as | mentioned earlier—the problem solving and the ergonomic advantage of
reloading.

The best known bullpup here in America isn’t an American gun. The IWI Tavor is the reigning champ. Though
the Tavor is compact (in terms of length), it is hardly slim. Part of the Tavor’s diehard reputation has grown
from the serious strength of the gun. The AR, by contrast, seem skinny. The AR (and, to a lesser extent, the
Tavor) has a proven track record.

The RDB combines the two ideas. The gun is more narrow. The frame, though polymer, doesn’t feel as large in
the hand, and the design maintains a visual aesthetic that will be familiar to those who know Kel-Tec. Will it
stand up to abuse like a Tavor or the AR? The verdict on that is still out.

But the RDB does have an American pedigree. While Kel-Tec has included a long stroke piston design that is
vaguely similar to some Russian designs, it is American—all the way.

The muzzle brake and a ridge of polymer to use as a hand stop.

Price and Availability



The RDB is in production and available now. They are normally available online, but—like all Kel-Tec
products—there is a serious demand, so they will normally bring a premium and be somewhat hard to find. My
advice is to be patient and check often.

Where will that $1.2K price settle out? After the demand subsides, and the market levels out, I’d guess the gun
will sell for closer to the $1,000 mark.

The Kel-Tec RDB is truly a unique firearm that is building quite the reputation for itself. Is it going to replace
my go-to fighting rifle? I can say this; it hasn’t missed a range trip yet since | picked it up.

The gun is easy to break down and service.

>

The mag release paddle is central on the frame, while the bolt release (the small trapezoidal lever) is on both sides.



The hand-guard.
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The bolt carrier contains the recoil spring—the thin plunger sticking out the back end.



The stock/bolt cover.
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Review: Ruger Security-9

Richard Nance may 30th, 2018

Inspired by a familiar name, Ruger introduces an affordable, (internal) hammer-fired
9mm pistol that handles like a striker.

Ruger has an enduring reputation for producing affordable, high-quality, American-made products. Back in
1972, the robust Security-Six became Ruger’s first double-action (DA) revolver and was successfully marketed
to law enforcement with a competitive price point. From its introduction, came the Service-Six and Speed Six
models, as well.

Rugged and reliable are accurate descriptors of the Security-Six as it brought comfort to both cops and citizens
alike.

And here we go again.
Meet the Security-9

You’d be hard-pressed to find a police officer with a revolver in their duty holster these days. In fact, the New
York Police Department announced that it will finally phase out the last of its revolvers in 2018. Sure, revolvers
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have their place, but their low ammunition capacity and generally slow reloading procedure just don’t stack up
well against the benefits of carrying a modern, semiautomatic pistol. As technology advances, so too must
defensive arms.

To this end, Ruger has revealed the Security-9. It’s a lightweight and compact 9mm semiautomatic pistol that’s
fed by a 15-round alloy magazine. And because there is a hammer system hidden within the slide it is easier to
rack than most common pistols, too. The Security-9 is leaving the factory with a suggested retail price of $380,
which means that we will likely find it being sold closer to $300. However, cheap doesn’t always equate to
value, so let’s consider its features to determine if it will become the Security-Six of this generation.

Family Tradition

Obviously, the Security-9 bears little resemblance to the Security-Six. While the Security-9’s name is inspired
by the legendary wheelgun, this new handgun actually has more in common with its smaller, slightly older
sibling: the LCP II.

Reviewed in Guns & Ammo’s January 2017 issue, the LCP Il featured a 5 1/2-pound (tested) trigger pull,
among other updates, that silenced critics of the original LCP’s long and heavy trigger. The LCP Il was a
dramatic improvement.
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The Security-9 is a good value that features a 4-inch barrel and a blued, chrome-moly steel slide. It’s also very easy to
disassemble.

The Security-9 and LCP Il share similar qualities. The trigger is neither a single action (SA) nor a traditional
DA. Rather, the Security-9 is more accurately described as a precocked DA. This makes the trigger pull feel
short and reminiscent of an SA pistol. Internally, it’s as safe as the trigger of a DA revolver.

The Security-9 may be the latest in an evolution of Ruger handguns, but I find that its unique characteristics
enable it to stand on its own.

Attributes

You don’t have to be an engineer to deduce that the dimensions of the Security-9 are strikingly similar to that of
the Glock 19. The latter is the yardstick to which all other compact polymer pistols are measured. The
popularity of the Glock 19 can be credited in large part to its size. It’s small enough that it can be concealed, yet
large enough to facilitate a full grip while carrying 15-plus-one rounds of 9mm. In the same way, the Security-9
strikes this ideal balance of concealability and shootability for a lot less money.



The Security-9 can be fitted with an aiming laser or pistol light. The slide also has forward serrations stylized after the LCP II.

The Security-9 features a through-hardened, chrome-moly steel slide that’s finished matte blue. The frame
contains a serialized chassis within a black, textured, glass-fiber-reinforced, polymer grip. The grip frame
measures 1.17 inches at its widest point. It is strong and impact resistant.

The black anodized aluminum chassis not only provides rigidity to the frame, it also supports the slide with long
guide rails and wrangles the fire-control assembly.

The Security-9’s tactile grip texture appears on all sides. Just like the LCP II, it mimics stippling that isn’t too
aggressive. It does offer enough purchase for aiding control of this pistol. Wide, forward and rear cocking
surfaces provide bite for manipulating the slide at either point, and they, too, are identical to those found on the
LCP II.

The drift-adjustable polymer sights on the Security-9 differ from the LCP II’s fixed ones. The Security-9
features a ramped U-outline rear notch and a white-dot front. These sights closely resemble Glock’s plastic dot
sights. Shortly, Ruger will be offering its own set of high visability color sights to be sold separately. The
aftermarket will certainly follow.

More Safety The Security-9 has an external manual safety on its left side. When in the down

Cocking serrations met expectations, but the external safety lever is so small to engage that it required intentional effort to
operate.

position — as on an M1911 — a red indicator marked “F” appears through a notch beneath the slide. Unlike a
M1911’s thumb safety, the Security-9’s lever pivots at the front, which changes how it feels to operate. I’'m not



a proponent of an external safety on a carry gun with the clear exception being a 1911-type. By contrast, the
Security-9’s external safety is miniscule though it does have a serrated ledge.

There is also a trigger safety lever within the trigger shoe that prevents unintended trigger travel unless it is
disengaged. Thanks to the trigger safety and the significant engagement between the hammer and sear, it is my
opinion that the Security-9 can be carried safely without the manual thumb safety engaged.

Other Considerations The Security-9 has a modest, 4-inch barrel that’s appears virtually identical to the barrel
from Ruger’s SR9. With the slide locked back, the muzzle shares the same cone-shaped profile of the smaller
LCP Il. However, | was told by Ruger that this is a

The drift-adjustable U-shaped rear and white-dot front sights sit within large dovetails.

lighter weight, more economical version of the Ruger American Pistol’s barrel (which shoots great). They both
share six grooves and a 1:10-inch, right-hand twist.

Disassembly of the Security-9 was simple and didn’t require a press of the trigger — an issue with
disassembling Glocks.

Given the power of Ruger’s brand in the firearms industry, we know that there will be no shortage of
accessories for the Security-9. In speaking with Ruger’s product manager, Brandon Trevino, this pistol will
launch with somewhere near 30 holster options to include manufacturers such as CrossBreed and Blade-Tech.

Range Time at Gunsite My first opportunity to put the new Security-9 to work was at a media event held on the
hallowed grounds of the Gunsite Academy. This is convenient for Ruger since Gunsite is located just minutes
from where the Security-9 is being made in Prescott, Arizona.

Starting at the 3-yard line to warm-up, it didn’t take long to get a feel for the trigger. It doesn’t disappoint. I
wasn’t expecting such a short, crisp trigger press on a pistol with an expected street price just north of $300.
The trigger reset was longer than | prefer, but it was predictable and easily discernable. As a result, my first
three shots punched a single hole.The Security-9 | evaluated performed quite well. | experienced only one
malfunction: a failure to extract (FTE).



The pistol’s ergonomics felt on point with rounded edges for comfort and to minimize snagging when drawing
from concealment. Unlike Ruger’s American Pistol and the SR9, the slide on the Security-9 isn’t oversized for
the frame either, and the lip at the front of the magazine’s basepad encourages a high grip allowed by the
triggerguard’s undercut. It would aid control to add texturing for the support hand’s thumb on the frame and
under the triggerguard.

We shot various drills from 3 to 15 yards including drawing and firing from the holster; shooting the Failure
Drill, which required two rounds to the chest followed by a round to the target’s head box; firing controlled
pairs (where shooters aim, fire a shot, and when the front sight settles after recoil, the shooter fires a second
shot; and hammered pairs. Hammered pairs are where the shooter fires two rounds in rapid succession without
obtaining a second sight picture. During these drills, my only complaint was with the difficulty in operating the
external manual safety lever. which required me to break my shooting grip to activate.



PERFORMANCE

GROUP | GROUP

VEL.
LOAD (FPS)

Hornady American Gunner 115-gr. XTP| 1,084 (25| 9 | 2.78 4.36
Hornady Critical Defense 115-gr. FTX | 1,120 (15| 6 | 5.56 | 5.91
Remington UMC 115-gr. FMJ 1,076 |23(10| 5.44 6.01

Notes: Accuracy is the average of five, five-shot groups at 25 yards using a sandbag

rest. Velocity is the average of five shots using an Oehler 35P chronograph.

Convinced
the Security-9 passed muster from close-range shooting distances, | benched it at the 25-yard line to measure its
accuracy potential. Bracing against a sandbag, | fired five, five-shot groups. Aside from an initial grouping of
2.78 inches with Hornady’s American Gunner 115-grain XTP load, the results that followed were perplexing.
The groupings were predictably unpredictable with no pattern around the 4-inch bullseye target. Ruger
anticipates production pistols to print 4-inch groups at 15 yards. My overall average based on all five loads
tested was 5.4 inches at G&A’s standard distance for pistol testing at 25 yards. Other Gunsite attendees fired
additional five-shot groups from the same bench at 25 yards and experienced similar results.

Ruger Security-9

Type:

Hammer—ﬁred,
semiautomatic

Cartridge:

O9mm

Capacity:

15+1 rds.

Barrel:

4 in.

Overall Length:

7.24 in.

Width:

1.3 in. at safety; 1.17 in.
at frame

Height:

5 1in.

Weight:

11b., 7.5 oz. (tested)

Finish:

Blued

Frame:

Glass-fiber nylon, textured

Sights:

White, U-style notch (rear);
white dot (front)

Trigger:

51bs., 12 oz. (tested)

Price:

$380

Manufacturer:

Sturm, Ruger & Co.
336-949-5200, ruger.com
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As UK Embraces ‘Knife Control’ Rapes, Crime, Shootings
Skyrocket

Crime is skyrocketing in gun-free Britain and the clueless politicians are unable to even address the
problem. The mayor of London emerged from behind his blinders recently to impose new “knife
control” laws, since criminals have turned to using sharp, pointy implements to carry out rapes,
murders and robberies.

London bobbies are now conducting stop-and-frisks of people on the street to make sure they’re not
carrying a pocket knife or *gasp* a screwdriver! The situation has gotten so insane that the BBC
recently reported on a 16-year-old who was turned away at a supermarket for trying to purchase a
package of teaspoons. How are they supposed to make their tea now?!

Thanks to new hate crime legislation in Great Britain, the British media cannot even tell the British
people who is committing these horrendous crimes. As Americans, we realize of course that it is
never the guns or the knives that are the problem, but rather the person who is doing the robbing,
raping and murdering. Here’s a clue: The native British people are not the ones committing
butchery in the streets.

Great Britain’s crime rate has skyrocketed much like Germany’s, Sweden’s and other European
countries that foolishly threw their borders open and allowed a mass influx of Muslim migrants
from Africa and the Middle East to come in. And the British media can’t even report this without
breaking “hate crime” laws.

Check out this video from Western Journalism to learn more about London’s ridiculous knife
control laws, plus, see which American city has now been surpassed by London’s murder rate!


http://patrioticviralnews.com/articles/as-uk-embraces-knife-control-rapes-crime-shootings-skyrocket/

http://www.firearmsnews.com/reviews/review-wilkinson-arms-9mm-linda-carbine/

Review: Wilkinson Arms 9mm Linda Carbine

by Jim Grant | May 21st, 2018

Wilkinson Arms Linda Carbine

If you’ve ever read any of my previous articles, or seen any of the videos I’ve produced, you know
that | have an obsession with pistol-caliber carbines. Fast-shooting with very little felt recoil, the
idea of a little semiautomatic carbine chambered in an affordable, yet potent little cartridge has
always fascinated me (and caused irreparable damage to my bank account).

The other firearms that are ruinous to my bank account are Cold War-era carbines and pistols
whose designs seems torn between eras. From the wood-stocked Armalite AR-180 SCS and the
integrally-suppressed Sterling Mk. V, to original UZI carbines with wooden stocks, Ruger’s
AC556, and guns from around the time of the Vietnam War, | appreciate guns that have a unique
feel and look to them, which is often lacking in modern firearms.
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“"THE LINDA”

Route 2 Box 2166 ® Parma, Idaho 83660

In the early 1980s, the original Wilkinson Arms offered the Linda in a pistol version. The current Wilkinson Arms will
also produce these via special order.

It’s hard to pinpoint exactly, but these firearms share a design philosophy that is equal parts WWII-
stamped subgun, atomic-age rocketry and 50s chic interior design. By this, | mean the designs are
still functionally utilitarian, like war-time production guns, but feature blended, aerodynamic
aesthetics featuring wooden accents, in an attempt to reduce weight and appear modern and
streamlined, but also familiar.

I’ve always believed this was because engineers at the time were hitting the first real wall in terms
of performance gains in small-arms tech. Firearms are a mature technology; the quantum leaps in
accuracy, reliability and effective range seen during the First World War aren’t possible with
today’s designs.



One glance at the internals of the Linda, and shooters will immediately know it’s not lightweight. The receiver is milled
from a single piece of steel—it’s more Thompson SMG than MP-40 in terms of construction.

Because of this, engineers were willing to take risks on external and ergonomics design principles
because they knew the underlying technology was solid. One of the coolest examples of this was
the J&R Engineering M-68.

Chambered in 9mm Parabellum, the M-68 is an overbuilt, direct-blowback carbine built almost
exclusively from plastic and steel. Introduced in the early- to mid-1960s by Ray Wilkinson and Bob
Penny, the gun saw initial commercial success, providing them enough mail orders to keep their
company, J&R Engineering, well in the black.




Not only is the shape of the Linda’s handguard different, shooters can also opt for a tactical, aluminum-railed version.

Unfortunately, the introduction of the Gun Control Act of 1968, all but wiped out the little
company, and, within months, J&R ceased operations. The remaining assets and parts were
transferred to Bob Penney, who sold M-68 carbines under the PJK company name. The M-68 was
eventually redesigned with its bolt handle relocated from the top of the receiver to the left side; the
carbine was reintroduced as the M-80 model, which featured a port cover similar to the M-16 as
one of its improvements. Some years later, the new company, Wilkinson Arms, with Ray
Wilkinson involved again, introduced the Wilkinson Terry Carbine, which featured an
improvement on late-model M-80 carbines, namely, a standard thumb-activated magazine release
instead of the earlier European magazine release located at the bottom rear of the magazine well.

In the early 1980s, the Wilkinson Linda Carbine was introduced. It had a shorter receiver than the
Terry carbine, but the new firearm retained many of the same parts from the M-68, including the
grip assembly and fire-control group. A pistol version was also offered. While the new gun did see
commercial success, popularity waned, and, by 1989, the little pistol-caliber carbine was
discontinued. Around 2005, and after the passing of the gun’s original designer, Ray Wilkinson, a
new manufacturer, Northwest Arms, began producing an updated Linda Carbine. In 2015, Patrick
McFarland purchased the Linda tooling, parts and rights and resurrected the company under the
original name, Wilkinson Arms, to honor the original inventor.

With the railed handguard installed, shooters can attach any accessory they want, like this Magpul angled foregrip.
Today’s Linda Carbine

Heavily based on the original Linda Carbine, it incorporates many of the M-68 original parts, as
well as all the design improvements Ray Wilkinson implemented over the design’s lifespan.
However, unlike the many of the early Linda models, the new Linda also features a 1/2x28 thread
pitch (instead of the 9/16x20 thread pitch on the originals), making it ideal for mounting 9mm
sound suppressors and other muzzle devices like brakes or compensators, though neither are needed
at all.



The felt recoil on the Linda is very mild, and not simply because of the limited recoil impulse of a
9mm pistol round fired from a carbine. The other factor that dampens the recoil of the Linda is its
overall weight—around seven pounds unloaded.

The Linda feeds from both an 18-round, flush-fitting magazine and an extended, 31-round version.

Another aspect changed from the original is the feed ramp. In previous iterations of the Linda
pistol, the feed ramp was made of polymer and only cut for ball ammunition. This version of the
Linda instead features and appears to have a more scalloped, more finely polished ramp to
accommodate defensive and semi-wadcutter ammo.

While this change isn’t readily apparent, the differences in the wooden handguard are. While the
original versions of the carbine featured a fully rounded, smoothly finished handguard, the new
Linda instead opted for a trapezoidal, angular-cut handguard. While it certainly looks cool and
likely reduces build time, it isn’t as comfortable as the original. Thankfully, the new Linda is totally
compatible with original parts, allowing shooters to replace this handguard with an original one.



The Linda’s barrel indexes itself with the help of a pegged barrel support sleeve and an interlocking, notched barrel collar.

Lastly, the new Wilkinson Arms carbines visually differentiate themselves from the original guns
with the inclusion of an engraving of “Murphy, ID”, which indicates the new location of the
manufacturing facility, on the right side of the grip assembly. Cosmetic, material, and external
differences notwithstanding, the gun is functionally identical to its original design—which is a
good thing.

The simplistic, direct-blowback operating system of the Linda guarantees it will function, provided
the ammo used is strong enough to positively cycle the bolt. But what’s really interesting is how
much the design borrows from other successful submachine gun designs.



The large notches on the support sleeve serve as point of leverage for a screwdriver or other tool to assist in disassembly
and removal of the bolt.

For example, the bolt itself is telescopic, like the Israeli sub gun, the Uzi. This is a brilliant choice,
as it permits the carbine to be vastly shorter for two reasons. The bolt itself covers a portion of the
barrel when in the locked position, and this allows consolidating the pistol grip and magazine well
(like the Uzi and Czech Sa vz. 23), because the receiver doesn’t need additional internal space at
the rear for a recoil spring. Another inspired trait is the method of barrel retention used on the
Linda.

Just like the British Sten and the Israeli Uzi, the Linda secures its barrel to the receiver with a
massive barrel nut located at the front of the receiver. Unlike the Uzi, the Linda doesn’t utilize an
external spring-loaded catch to prevent the nut from walking itself loose. Instead, the Linda uses an
internal, indented one (not unlike the American M3 “Grease Gun”) inside a massive notch on its
barrel support sleeve that pulls double duty as an indexing point as well.
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This method of construction is very similar to that of the Uzi submachine gun, shown here, above the Linda.

This notch also functions as a lever point for a screwdriver or oversized Allen key to assist in
disassembly. When secure, the barrel support sleeve contains the bolt assembly and aligns the
barrel and chamber with the magazine well. While this sounds somewhat confusing at a glance, it’s
actually very straightforward in practice.

One last sub gun-inspired trait is the construction and design of the Linda’s rear sight. Just like the
military versions of the Thompson SMG, the M1 and M1A1, the Linda’s rear sight is a simple,
fixed aperture-type peep built from a single piece of folded steel secured by machine screws to the
top of the receiver.

Shooters looking for something a little more compact can contact Wilkinson, and they’1l build
pistol versions of the Linda to order.



While the feed ramps aren’t polymer anymore, the grip panels are—but they’re comfortable, durable and don’t block
access to the gun’s push-button magazine release.

What About Performance, Though?

I consulted shooters who owned the previous iteration of the Linda carbine, and most stated that the
feed ramp gave them issues with certain types of ammo. The most problematic ones were those
with either semi-wadcutter or hollow-point projectiles, as well as any round weighing over 124
grains.

Given that auto-loading firearms of the time struggled with these rounds, this isn’t surprising. Plus,
the original guns utilized polymer feed ramps, which, after thousands of rounds, would change
shape or wear out and rend the weapon totally unreliable.



Mounting optics on the Linda isn’t difficult, but its antiquated mounting method doesn’t inspire a great deal of confidence.

Thankfully, Wilkinson has replaced the polymer feed ramp with a steel one, and polished it to
function with both defensive and semi-wadcutter ammunition. Testing further confirmed this, as the
gun never encountered a single failure to feed in the hundreds of rounds fired through it.

Four brands of ammo were used for the review, each representing different ends of the 9mm ammo
weight/shape spectrum. Federal 115gr FMJ was used as a control, as it represents the most common
grain and bullet type of 9mm ammo on the market.




Charging the Linda with a scope mounted can be difficult with the included charging handle.

HPR’s frangible 85gr OTP rounds were used to check how well the Linda’s barrel could stabilize
lightweight, higher-velocity rounds. Next were my go-to defensive rounds from Hornady, its 147gr
XTP Critical Duty rounds. These were chosen to see how well the Linda’s feed ramp could handle
both heavier and hollow-point rounds.

Last was the wildcard of the group. A now-defunct company called Oath Ammunition
manufactured a solid copper 100gr, pre-cut ball-contour round. In my experience, this round either
performs exceptionally or terribly, with no regard to barrel twist or length—but I figured it would
be interesting to include.

Federal FMJ 115 1347 18 2.47
Hornady XTP (HP) 147 1160 15 2.01
HPR OTF (Open Tip Frangible) 85 1519 11 1.40
Qath Tango (HP with CoV 100 1447 8 6.40

Accuracy from the carbine was superb with certain rounds. Let’s start off with the bad news first:
the Linda hates Oath ammo almost as much as Pelosi hates guns. Fired from a rest, the Linda could
only squeeze out six-inch groups at 50 yards! Initially, | believed the rounds were key-holing
because of this abhorrent accuracy, but closer examination of the target proved otherwise.

The Good News?




Tactical rail, M4 CQB stock and a Primary Arms flash hider: this ain’t your daddy’s Linda!

The Linda was outstanding with every other brand of ammunition tested—even the lightweight
frangible rounds. For example, Federal’s bargain ammo cranked out sub two-inch groups at 50
yards when fired from a rest. Meanwhile, Hornady’s 147gr Critical Defense rounds grouped
slighter smaller, at 1.83 inches.

The belle of the ball was HPR’s ultra-light Black Ops 85gr OTF rounds. This little black bullet
achieved an astounding 1.4-inch group at 50 yards!

Impressed, | pushed the Linda out to 100 yards with the help of a four-power, Nikon P223 scope.
Here, HPR’s rounds didn’t perform quite as well as predicted, grouping a hair over four inches.
Presumably, the lightweight bullet’s ballistic coefficient is not substantial enough to keep rounds in
as tight a group at further ranges.

The Linda ships with this pretty wooden stock (bottom) but can use M4-type stocks like this Phase 5 Tactical Universal
Mini Stock, with an adaptor.

This was unscientifically confirmed by firing a few five-round groups with Horandy’s heavier
147gr rounds. The best of these groups measured 3.44 inches on an NRA SR-1, 100-yard reduction
target. Still, the performance of the Linda might be further enhanced with the addition of a higher
magnification optic than the Nikon four-power scope used.

And this brings me to my first qualm with the Linda: mounting optics.

While | understand the Linda was designed before widespread use of Picatinny rails, the method of
attaching optics to the little carbine is far from ideal. The top of the receiver is adorned with a full-
length dovetail rail like many rimfire carbines of the day.



LINDA CARBINE AGCESSORIES

AR-15 stock adapter $ 99.95
18-round magazine $ 32.00
31-round magazine $ 32.00
P-rail forend $ 75.00
Underfolder stock adapter $103.50
UnderfolQer stockfsupplied by third $ 40.00
party (estimated price)

Extended charging handle $ 24.95

While dovetail rails work great with airguns and rimfire carbines, they lack the recoil groove found
on both Weaver and Picatinny rails. Effectively, this means two things. First, a shooter’s choice of
optics is very limited, as few companies build their optics with this interface in mind. Second, the
lack of recoil groove can lead to the optic shifting position and loose zero. Repeatability of
mounting optics is also very difficult.

The other issue | had with the carbine is the design of the ejection-port cover. While it partially
resembles those found on AR-15, M4 and M6 rifles, it differs in one truly unfortunate way: it
can’t be fired when the cover is in the closed position. Rather, it can be fired in that position—once.
Doing so destroys the cover’s ability to snap closed. This is an annoyance to be sure, but certainly
not a deal-breaker. After all, the gun ran without issue for more than 400 rounds when test fired.
This includes both with the standard thread protector installed and an Innovative Arms 9mm
suppressor provided by SilencerShop. In both configurations, the Linda was utterly reliable with
very little felt recoil.



WILKINSON ARMS LINDA CARBINE
Caliber: 9mm

Barrel Length: 16 inches
Thread Pitch: 1/2 x 28
OA Length: 31.7 inches
Weight: 6.1 pounds unloaded

Stock: Fixed steel tube with wooden
buttpad. Also uses M4 stocks
with adaptor.

Sights: Fixed front post,
Aperture “peep” rear

Action: Direct blowback
Finish: Black powdercoat

Capacity: 18+1, 31+1
MSRP: $799

Info/Contact: WilkinsonArms.com
(208) 495-4958

Overall, the Linda isn’t going to dethrone high-dollar pistol-caliber carbines from military
manufacturers like SIG and H&K, but it’s not meant to. Instead, the Linda offers old-world quality
and nostalgic lines, coupled with modern reliability and, to some extent, modularity. This is where
the Linda truly shines, as an “old-school-cool” PCC that would be equally at home as a plinker,
suppressor host or excellent SBR candidate. It might not be the most tactical blaster in town, but
the Linda scratches an itch that modern guns just can’t reach.

Read more: http://www.firearmsnews.com/reviews/review-wilkinson-arms-9mme-linda-
carbine/#ixzz5LQVTFurH
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Self-Defense: The Mystery Of Stopping Power
By Patrick Sweeney - May 18, 2018

The subject of stopping power is often brought up when discussing defensive
caliber and ammo options. But, what does it mean — and how important is
it?

What is stopping power and does it matter?:

e Determining Lethality

e The Two Sides Of Stopping Power

e The Dilemma Of Stopping Power

Before we go any further, let‘s make one thing clear: We are discussing lethal threat
encounters. I’m not talking about a fist fight at a backyard BBQ, unless you live in a
place where those things commonly turn into gunfights. We’re talking a lethal threat,
situations that fulfill the legal requirements for “I feared for my life, your honor,” and
nothing else.
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Stopping power? Really? You want to argue stopping power, with your magnum and its 240 grains, against this
12-gauge slug, at 528 grains (1.2 ounces, by the way)?

The requirements differ, depending on the jurisdiction in which you live or find yourself
at the moment, whether or not you are a sworn law enforcement officer.

Before we can even begin to try and wrap our heads and hands around a stopping power
theory, we must have a grasp of what goes on in a situation where we might use a
firearm.

An understanding of the word “anecdote” is important to our discussion. An anecdote is a
story, lesson or event that stands alone. A bad guy gets shot with a given cartridge, and he
does or does not stop doing bad things. That event is an anecdote. It’s important to keep
in mind this important point: The plural of anecdote is not data.

In order for the event to be a piece of data, we’d have to know everything about it: the
victim’s mindset, chemical state (if any), plans and determination; the caliber, velocity
and construction of the bullet; and the exact path of the wound track. Lacking all of the
above, we cannot do more than call it an anecdote. The more of those variables we have,
the better we can assign confidence in the information we have, and place it with the
thousands of others we’d need to plot a reasonably accurate graph.



A theoretical example: A given police department issues two types of 9mm ammunition.
One is a lightweight, high-speed bullet, the other a full-weight moderate-velocity load.
The department tracks the results in shootings and finds that the X load is more effective
than the Y load. This is useful if the ammunition is evenly distributed in the department
and if it is evenly distributed in lethal force encounters. However, if the X load is issued
to the SWAT team and the Y load is for general use, then to misquote the Spaniard in

The Princess Bride: “I don’t think that information means what you think it means.”

If the SWAT team has a more frequent range schedule and is composed of officers who
have demonstrated greater firearms proficiency, then the difference in effectiveness
might be a matter of marksmanship and not terminal ballistics. If you don’t know the
differences between the two groups, then the information is anecdotal at best, and not
data. This makes it difficult to measure the effectiveness of load X used in one
department compared to load Y used in a different department.

Determining Lethality

Stopping power? Really? You want to argue stopping power, with your magnum and its 240 grains, against this
12-gauge slug, at 528 grains (1.2 ounces, by the way)?
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Here’s a conundrum for you: Modern medical knowledge and physicians’ skills are so
good in the 21st century that four out of five people shot with a handgun survive the
encounter. In fact, it’s a much greater percentage if the victim arrives at the hospital with
a pulse. Think about that.

But, it’s the potential for lethality that defines the tool you will use, not the actual. Your
neighborhood kids, playing baseball, are doing so with objects that could, in different
circumstances, be lethal weapons. However, that does not in and of itself mean anything.
The bad guy who just demanded your wallet, and upon receiving it is still winding up to
strike you, has a lethal weapon.

We are not, however, concerned with lethality. Lethality is not our goal. A .22 LR can be
lethal. Indeed, people have died from lesser projectiles. We are not interested in lethality.
However, in defense with lethal force, we use force that may well be lethal itself. Until
phasers set on stun are available to us, the only option remains the use of tools that are
potentially lethal by their very design. That, or surrender.

| thought not.

So, if stopping power is a myth, why do we search for it so enthusiastically? Because in a
bad situation, we want every assurance that things will work out all right. And that leads

us to the first step in understanding stopping power: Most of the time it’s mental.

The Two Sides Of Stopping Power
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To speak of “stopping
power” in handguns is

to miss the point. If you really want to be stopping things — people, animals and vehicles — you need to
drastically up your game. This 12-gauge slug is 1 ounce and travels at 1,600 fps. No handgun does that.

There are two aspects to a fight: mental and physical. If someone is mentally prepared
and psychologically attuned, they will be able to bring all their physical skills to the
process. Those skills might not amount to much, but they can bring all of them to the
table.

On the flip side, someone unprepared and/or psychologically untrained will react quite
differently, regardless of physical capabilities. There’s also the matter of prior
conditioning. Mental state and expectation play a big part in the results of conflict.

On the physical side, there’s good news and bad news. The bad news is that your
opponent has, through evolution, been created as a difficult opponent. Key parts of his
anatomy are armored, he has redundancy in critical systems. His body will adapt to injury
and, if given even a short time and minimal care, he can heal and rebuild. He’s equipped
with fast reflexes, an adaptable central processing unit and the decision-making
processing power to change plans in mid-stream. He has strength, stamina, adaptability
and agility.

The good news? That also describes me. And you.



Physically, there are two ways to stop an opponent. You can deal a damaging blow to the
central nervous system. You can cause sufficient blood loss that blood pressure drops
below the operational level. Those are it, physically.

Let’s take a look at a statistically significant number of lethal threat encounters. We’ll

start with a nice, round number — one thousand.

A thousand times, lawfully armed citizens find themselves in a situation where a firearm
Is needed. Of those thousand times, somewhere between 500 and 900 will be defused by
simply showing the gun. This is a subject and a number that has been greatly debated.
The pro-gun side posits that the number is large, and perhaps unknowable, simply
because most people in that situation do not report it.

Nine hundred incidents never happen, simply because the gun was there. Of the
remaining 100, another 50 actually required it be handled. Of those 50, shots were fired,
and 40 times everyone involved missed. | kid you not, people miss. They miss a lot. And
that’s usually not a bad thing.

The Dilemma Of Stopping Power



Quiz time. In the 950 incidents, how important was stopping power? Anyone who gave
any answer other than “not at all” ought to go back and start over. The stopping power of
the firearms used, or not used, was utterly immaterial.

Stopping power may be of importance in the remaining 50, but then again maybe not. Of
those 50, with shots fired, 30 of the bad guys run away as soon as they’re hit. Hit
anywhere — with anything. Twenty left. Ten of them take solid hits and flee. They will
need serious medical attention, but they still have enough strength to get out of Dodge.

Ten are left of our original thousand, and they fight. Some not so well, others with
ferocity and tenacity. Those are the 10 we will spend the most time discussing, but
they’re also the highlights that define our dilemma.

In another situation, relayed to me by a friend with decades of experience in a big city
with a whole lot of crime, a bad guy breaks into the home, the homeowner phones the
police and calls out, “I have a gun.” Bad guy starts up the stairs, the homeowner the

whole time shouting, “I have a gun,” which is pointed at the bad guy.

Homeowner decides enough is enough; he shoots. The bad guy takes a full-power factory
44 Magnum underneath the left eye. Bad guy tumbles down the stairs, gets up and walks

out of the house. When the police arrive they begin a search and find the bad guy around
the corner, next to his car, keys on the ground, dead.

A council of experts could argue the question, “Was there enough stopping power?”” on
this one until the cows come home. On the “yes” side, the bad guy stopped doing what he
was doing. On the “no” side, he decided to do something else instead, and could have
spent that last minute fighting instead of fumbling with his car keys. And by the time

we’re done, you’ll agree with both of them.
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SRl : s « e (Top) Testing is one thing, showing off is another.
There is no correlatlon between melons and people and using produce to “demonstrate” a cartridge or load is
silly. (Bottom) However, demonstrations can be fun. This is that watermelon, struck by a 12-gauge slug, and
those who stood too close smelled of vaporized watermelon for the rest of the day.

The dilemma of our situation, our life’s work in firearms is this — statistically speaking,

caliber doesn’t matter. In 990 times out of 1,000, caliber didn’t matter.

You can quibble with the actual numbers, but the point is this: The subset of potentially
lethal encounters where stopping power becomes the determinate factor is very small.
You are better served with proper situational awareness, having a plan, knowing the law
and being proactive than in obsessing over a few percentage points on a theoretical scale

of “stopping power.” Put your effort where it will deliver the greatest return.

Also, if we were going strictly by statistics we wouldn’t be carrying a gun. It’s the job of
the police to deal with crime, with violent people, and to be in harm’s way. And there are
departments full of officers who have not killed anyone with their sidearm. It’s not
unusual to find many departments where there’s only one officer who has been in a
shooting incident. The rest? They will wear a sidearm for their entire career and might, a



dozen times, point it at someone, but never discharge it in their official capacity and retire
having never been in a gunfight. If that’s the police, what are the statistics for those of us
who do not seek out danger as a professional requirement?

But, the third side of this two-sided coin is this: If you’re one of those 10 in 1,000 — and
you do not have a gun — there and then statistics mean nothing.

So, what is stopping power? When you find a final, true, convincing answer, let me
know.

Editor’s Notes: This article is an excerpt from Choosing Handgun Ammo: The Facts
That Matter Most for Self-Defense by Patrick Sweeney.
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Review: Springfield Armory Saint Pistol

G&A Staff May 30th, 2018 | More From G&A Staff

AR pistols can get folks to scratching their heads asking the question, “Why?” Well, there are a couple very
good reasons for their existence.

First, the law is more often much friendlier to pistols being carried concealed than rifles. As long as you can
legally carry a concealed pistol, you can keep one on your person and in your vehicle in a variety of
circumstances. On the other hand, rifles (especially loaded ones) are tightly regulated when it comes to
concealment.

The second reason is AR pistols allow you to have an AR with a short barrel without the paperwork associated
with having a short-barreled rifle. I like to invite “The Man” into my
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: . : Ilfe as little as possible, so the lack of additional paperwork
and forgoing the extra $200 in taxes (for the children, of course) are always appreciated.

Springfield Armory unveiled its lauded Saint AR a little over a year ago and has since expanded that line to
include a lightweight model and this new pistol. The Saint pistol has a 7%2-inch barrel and comes chambered in
5.56 NATO.

A T%-inch barrel on a 5.56 pistol might cause some initial hesitation since the 5.56 is a rifle cartridge not
designed for that short of a barrel. Likely concerns might be low muzzle velocity and excessive muzzle blast.

Black Hills” excellent 50-grain VMAX load leaves the muzzle of this pistol at 2,408 feet per second (fps). This
bullet will expand and fragment down to about 1,600 fps, due largely to the presence of the polymer tip and thin
jacket. Black Hills’ load in this pistol will have good terminal performance out to just past 250 yards, which is
about as far as I’d want to shoot it. That combination would also be a really good choice for personal defense.

Shooting 5.56 ammunition out of a 7%2-inch barrel is loud, but nowhere near as loud as | first expected. My
previous experience with barrels this short was unpleasant due to the muzzle being so close to the shooter’s
head and exit pressure (the pressure in the bore when the bullet leaves the muzzle) being so high. That
combination usually creates a lot of concussion and blast.



Springfield Armory puts one of the most effective blast mitigation devices on the muzzle that I’ve ever
witnessed. They simply call it a “forward blast diverter” and it does just that. I started testing the rifle with
trepidation but ended up enjoying the entire session.

The barrel has a Melonite finish inside and out. This is an incredibly durable finish that prolongs throat life and
wears like iron. Unlike iron, it’s very rust-resistant.

Another potential concern with such a short barrel is difficult or irregular extraction. The gas system on this
pistol is “pistol length,” which makes it a couple inches shorter than the now-ubiquitous carbine-length system.
Shortening the gas system means the fired case extracts sooner with higher residual chamber pressure. |
expected very fast bolt speed that would bounce fired cases so aggressively off the shell deflector that brass
would land in front of the muzzle.

All the fired brass from testing wound up directly to my right and a little to the rear, exactly where it should be.
That was with everything from 55-grain Hornady TAP to Federal 69-grain Gold Medal Match. It took
Springfield Armory technicians a lot of effort to get this tiny AR gassed right, but they managed to pull it off.



During testing, | put the pistol brace to my shoulder as the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and
Explosives currently allows. The brace that Springfield Armory uses on this pistol is the SB Tactical SBX-K. It
is very comfortable against the shoulder and the rubber around the buffer tube is comfortable on the face.
Between the brace and the heavy-but-crisp trigger, | had no problems getting solid accuracy out of the gun.

PERFORMANCE

B'ack Hills 50-gr. VMAX
Homady TAP 55-gr. FPD |2,223 (83|30
Fed. Gold Medal 69 gr. | 2,015 (36| 14
Notes: Accuracy is the average of five, five-shot groups at 100 yards.

2,408 | 87|43

143

Velocity is the average of five shots across a LabRadar chronograph
placed adjacent to the muzzle.

The proverbial cherries on top come from the Bravo Company grip and free-floating M-Lok forend. Both are
easy to hold on to. The grip/triggerguard combination fills the annoying gap at the triggerguard/frontstrap
junction. The forend comes with a hand stop to prevent getting too close to the muzzle and has enough M-Lok

slots to mount a light or bipod should you so desire.



You’d be hard-pressed to find a better personal-defense AR pistol anywhere. Should your plans include home

defense, I’d recommend use with a suppressor.

For more information, visit www.springfield-armory.com.

Springfield Armory Saint Pistol

Type:

Direct-impingement,
semiautomartic

Cartridge:

5.56 NATO

Capacity:

20 or 30 rds.

Barrel:

1.0,

Overall Length:

26.51n.

5 lbs., 8 oz.

Weight:
Grip:

Bravo Company Mod 3

Sights:

None

Trigger:

6 lbs.

Finish:

Anodized (aluminum)

MSRP:

$990

Manufacturer:

Springfield Armory,
800-680-6866,
springfield-armory.com



https://www.springfield-armory.com/products/saint-ar-15-pistol-5-56/
https://www.springfield-armory.com/products/saint-ar-15-pistol-5-56/

http://www.firearmsnews.com/reviews/century-arms-c93-review/

Century Arms C93 Review

by Jim Grant | July 24th, 2015

The AR-15 is awesome, but it isn’t for everyone. Some people reside in areas of the country that
restrict ownership of the rifle, while others simply don’t like the Armalite’s appearance or
exaggerated reputation for unreliability. For these shooters, a solid, but cost-prohibitive option has
been roller-delayed carbines from H&K, like the HK 93. Thankfully, Century Arms has begun
building an HK 93 clone for less than half the price of originals, the C93. But is this Century rifle a
cost-effective alternative or simply a poor substitute for the German sports car of .223 carbines?

The first sign that Century is building these rifles correctly is the quality of parts used in its
construction. Rather than fabricate the entire carbine from scratch, the engineers at Century Arms
decided to use as many mil-spec parts as possible. In fact, the only major parts that aren’t true H&K
are the upper receiver, barrel and polymer lower receiver. The C93 uses quality parts and is based
on an ultra-reliable platform, but what is the C93, and how does it actually perform?
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Feeding from 20, 30, 40 or even 100-round magazines, the C93 is a roller-delayed, locked-breech
air-cooled semi-automatic carbine chambered in 5.56mm. Shooter familiar with either the
ubiquitous MP5 submachinegun or German G3 battle rifle will no doubt find the C93’s lineage
obvious. Basically, the C93, like the HK 93 it closely emulates, is a shrunk down version of the
.308 G3 rifle, chambered in the intermediate-power 5.56mm cartridge.

Though it had a relatively short service life with the German military, the rifle proved popular with
foreign allies, 25 of which fielded it either as a military service rifle or police carbine. Despite this,
the import-friendly version, the HK 43a, saw limited success stateside due to its high price and
limited availability, which was caused by import restrictions imposed in 1989 and a limited
production run of only 377 carbines (of which only 200 were ever imported).

Which begs the question, “Why would Century bother building clones of a rifle that saw limited
commercial success?” In a word: reliability. Regardless of caliber, HK roller-delayed rifles have set
the gold standard for dependability for decades. Shooters need only look at the prolific nature of the
MP5 among high-risk operatives like hostage rescues teams and the British SAS to understand the
steadfast nature of the design. So how does the Century’s take on the design hold up?

Better now than before.

Previously, Century builders had issues with bolt gap, or the proper distance from the bolt face to
the chamber. This can be adjusted by changing the size of the rollers employed on the bolt, but,
unlike most designs, the distance can grow slightly as the weapon sees heavy use. Since each
carbine needs to be addressed on a case-by-case basis, it wouldn’t be inconceivable to imagine
Century used either whatever rollers were on hand or a standard size, resulting in inconsistent
headspacing.

Thankfully, it seems that the majority of these issues have vanished with recent shipments of the
carbines. Also, given the volume of products Century sells, the prevalence of complaints will be
grossly overstated. Simply because most shooters don’t bother to post on forums that their rifle
works as advertised. That said, the rifle wasn’t without its hiccups.
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In testing, the rifle would occasionally fail to eject with a few types of ammao. Surprisingly, it
preferred less-expensive Wolf, Tula and Brown Bear ammunition, though it still functioned
flawlessly with military-spec Federal XM193 and M85 green-tip rounds. Across nearly 500 rounds
of ammo, the C93 experienced 5 malfunctions, all within the first 50 rounds fired and with the
same box of ammunition. After stripping and cleaning the rifle after the malfunctions, it no longer
encountered any errors.

Satisfied with the carbine’s reliability, I set out to test for accuracy. As with any carbine tested, a
magnified optic is a must to take full advantage of a rifle’s capabilities. This is where one of the
downsides to owning a less-prolific design comes in to play. Unlike modern AR-15s, H&K roller-
delayed designs don’t incorporate either an accessory rail or optics mount. Shooters who wish to
use a scope with their C93 will first have to purchase a claw mount which clamps to the receiver.
Thankfully mounts for the rifle are shared among it, the G3 and the MP5 SMG, so finding a mount
isn’t difficult, but it is pricey.

The least expensive quality mount available runs around $80, though specialty models can fetch as
much at $300. Even still, given the low cost of the rifle itself, the C93 is still a more cost-effective
choice than original HK43 or HK93 carbines. Other proprietary accessories include magazines and
handguards. Thankfully, domestic companies offer more affordable alternatives to pricey OEM
mags and rails.

-
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One such company is www.HKParts.net. Until recently, this company only acted as a reseller for
H&K parts and accessories and is one of the few authorized resellers of OEM H&K parts. Now,
they manufacture their own products, like the M-Lok compatible low-profile handguard currently
installed on the carbine. Installation is straightforward and simple, requiring no special tools
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outside of an allen wrench and a rubber mallet to remove the rifle’s carrying handle. Both the
factory polymer handguard and the aftermarket aluminum rail did an excellent job of keeping a
shooter’s hands safe from the boiling-hot barrel beneath.

One aspect of the design that takes some getting used to are the controls. Unlike more traditional
designs where the charging handle is simply retracted and let go to chamber a round, the C93 is
more involved. To chamber a round and charge the action, the C93’s charging handle is pulled back
and up where is resides in a notch above the handguard. Then the shooter inserts a fresh magazine
until it locks in place. Finally, the shooter performs the super-cool, “HK slap” where they backhand
the charging handle out of the groove where it flies forward, chambering a round and putting the
gun in battery. Though this sounds complicated on paper, its very straightforward and becomes
second nature with limited practice.

The only other ergonomic shortcom